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INTRODUCTION. 


TTT^VERY  offering  to  the  public  fliould  be 
made  under  the  impreffion  of  rendering 
feme  kind  of  fervice  to  the  world  :  it  is,  there- 
fore, thought  unnecelTary  to  make  any  declara- 
tion concerning  the  motives  of  this  publication. 

The  refleftions  upon  the  fubjeft  of  Affiftant- 
Surgeons  to  Hofpitals  were  written  with  the  in- 
tention of  ftrengthening  the  fcntiments  of  the 
Governors  of  the  London-Hofpital,  when  the 
propofition  for  Affiftant-Surgeons  was  fubmitted 
to  their  confideration.  Jhey  are  here  intro- 
duced, inafmuch  as  fome  Hofpitals  are  ftiU 
without  fuch  an  eftablifhment.  A  deviation 
from  the  form  in  which  they  were  originally 
printed  did  not  appear  neceffary. 

The 
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INTRODUCTION. 


The  Samarilan-Society  will  plead  for  itfelf, 
with  the  fmall  and  fweet  voice  of  genuine 
charity.    It  is  not  altogether  a  new  fpecies  of 
inftitution  :  the  '  Society  at  Lyons,  called  La 
Cojifrairie  de  la  Mifericorde*  for  the  relief  of 
Tick  prifoners,  is  of  the  fame  defcription.  It 
is  well  fuited  to  make  difpenfaries  more  bene- 
ficial.     The  late  amiable  Dr.  Gierke,  who 
died  in  confequence  of  exertion  in  his  duty 
as  Phyfician  to  the  Middlefex-Difpenfary,  had 
contemplated  a  firtiilar  eftablifliment  for  that 
charity.    What  would  have  been  Mr.  Howard's 
opinion  of  Samaritan-Societies,  pardcularly  an- 
rttxed  to  prifons,   may  be  plainly  underflood 
frofn   thefe  remarkable  concluding  words  of 
his  work  on  Lazarettos,  viz.  "  Should  the  plan 
«  take  place  during  my  life  of  efiahlifhing  a  per- 
manent  charity  under  fome  Juch  title  as  that 
cc  at  Philadelphia,  viz.     A  fociety  for  allevt- 
«  ating  the  miferies  of  public  prifons,  and  annuities 


*  Vide  Howard  on  Lazarettos,  page  53. 
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"  he  engrafted  thereupon  for  the  above-mentioned 
"  purpfe,  I  would  mofi  readily  fimd  at  the 
hottom  of  a  page  as  a  fubfcriber  of  £^00; 
"  ^f  f^<^^  ^  fociety  fhall  he  conjlru^ed  withijf. 
<f  three  years  after  my  deaths  this  fum  fhall  he 
"  paid  out  of  my  eft  ate  »^ 

In  the  obfervations  relative  to  Hofpitals  there 
will  be  found  many  things  of  common  no- 
tice i  but  they  are  matters  of  confequence,  and 
have  not  had  due  attention  paid  to  them.  Ex- 
amples might  have  been  adduced,  from  the  dif- 
ferent Hofpitals,  of  what  is  condemned,  and  of 
what  is  approved  in  thefe  fheets  j  but  fuch  a  tafk 
would  be  executed  with  more  efFefl  by  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  Hofpitals,  according  to  the  fecond 
propoficion. — It  was  intended  to  be  obferved, 
that  the  medical  eftablifhments  of  workhoufes  ^ 
needed  greatly  to  be  inquired  into.  The  fala- 
ries  to  the  medical  attendants  of  fuch  places 
are,  generally,  inadequate  to'  die  duties  that 
ought  to  he  performed. 

a  To 
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To  unite  men  of  like  difpofitions  and  purfuits, 
and  make  them  co-operate  for  the  good  of  the 
public,  is  to  turn  their  talents  to  the  greateft  ad- 
vantage. From  this  fentiment  proceeded  the 
hint  for  improving  the  moral  economy  of  the 
community,  (P.  6l,  Note  j)  and  that  for  the 
advancement  of  medical  knowledge,  (P.  77, 
§.  XCV.) 

Let  the  two  propofidons  ^e  fairly  confidered 
before  they  are  condemned  as  Utopian.  They 
are  prefented  under  the  ftrongeft  convi6lion,  that 
they  are  pradlicable,  and  that  no  evil  could 
poflibly  arife  from  trying  their  effedls, 

Whatever.be  the  imperfedions  of  thefe  eflays 
for  the  benefit  of  thofe  who  are  in  ficknefs  and 
•  in  want,  they  may,  probably,  induce  men,  better 
qualified,  to  render  greater  fervices  j  for  the 
mind,  excited  to  a  certain  degree,  will  often 
move  on,  until  it  has  worked  out  fomething 
ufeful,  agreeing  in  tendency  with  the  exciting 
caufe, 
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REFLECTIONS 


ASSISTANT-SURGEONS 

TO  HOSPITALS. 


The  general  Dudes  of  all  Bodies  politic,  eonfidered  in  their  corporate 
"  Capacity,  may,  like  thofe  of  natural  Bodies,  be  reduced  to  this 
"  fingleonej  that  of  a«ing  up  to  the  End  or  Defign,  whatever  it 
"  be,  for  which  they  were  created  by  their  Founder." 


XA  which  the  benefits,  and  reputation,  of  a 
public  body  appear  to  depend,  cannot,  it  is  pre- 
fumed,  be  unacceptable  to  its  members. 

One  would  think  indeed,  that  it  would  be 
held  incumbent  on  the  propofer  of  any  meafure 
of  importance,  to  explain  its  nature  and  tendency, 
efpecially  if  its  merits  be  by  any  denied,  or  not 
clearly  underftood  J  for  it  can  hardly  be  deemed 


UPON  THE  SUBJECT  OF 


proceeding,  upon 


B 


fufficient. 


C  ^  ) 

fufficient,  in  fuch  cafe,  that  it  paffes  the  ordinary 
forms  of  approbation;  juftice  to  the  propofer, 
and  refpea  to  the  general  opinion,  will  demand, 
that  the  reafons  for  its  adoption  fhould  be  made 
plain,  and  public.  On  the  other  hand,  the  ground 
for  rejeaing  any  propofition  will  be  beft  under- 
ftood  from  the  defea  of  argument  freely  em- 
ployed in  its  defence.  And  the  public  voice 
muft  ever  be  in  favour  of  open  procedure  in 
public  concerns. 

The  defign  of  this  paper  is  to  explain  a  pro- 
pofal,  lately  fubmitted  to  the  Governors  of  the 
London-Hofpital,  in  the  event  of  which  every 
perfon  in  the  community  may,  in  a  certain  de- 
gree, at  fome  period,  become  interefted:  for 
^ho  are  exempted  from  the  immediate  or  remote 
cffeas  of  the  viciffitudes  of  life?  who  may  not 
have  relations,  or  friends,  the  .children  of  mif- 
fortune?  who  expea  to  journey  through  life 
without  frcknefs,  or  accident,  without  obhgation 
to  the  fources  of  medical  information  ? 

The  Surgeons,  having  taken  into  confidera^ 
tion  the  ftate  of  things  in  their  department,  re- 
folved  upon  fubmitting  the  refult  of  their  reflec- 
tions to  the  decifion  of  a  General  Court. 

Accordingly, 
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Accordingly,  they  prefented  a  memorial,  con- 
taining a  propofirion  for  three  Afliftanc- Surgeons: 
not  formed  precipitately  from  a  contrafted  view 
of  Ideal,  and  temporary,  circumftarices ;  but  de- 
liberately deduced  from  extenfive  obfervation^ 
and  experience,  ih  the  hope  «f  increafing  all  the 
bleflings  of  the  inftimtion. 

The  Governors  of  large  Hofpitals,  in  con- 
dtJifling  their  undertakings,  do  not,  generallyj, 
c6nfider  well  all  the  great  objeds  they  compre- 
hend ;  or  do  riot  juftly  appreciate  their  own  true, 
and  high  relation  to  the  public.  They  are  di^ 
reftors  of  the  main  fprings  of  the  Healing 
Akt,  and  are,  confequently,  refponfible  for  their 
conduft  to  fcience,  t(y  humanity,  to  all  man- 
kind. 

The  charters,  and  afts  of  incorporatron,  of 
thefe '  bodies,  were  obtained  chiefly  by  men 
moved  by  the  diftrefs  that  immediately  prefented 
itfelf,  widiout  forefecing  all  the  great  benefits 
that  would  accrue  from  their  good  works.  And 
the  early  laws,  and  regulations,  of  thefe  focieties, 
were  inftituted  with  as  little  knowledge  of  the 
full  extent  of  advantages  they  afe  capable  of 
affording. 

\      B  2  For 
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For  fenfibility  may  be  direftly  gratified  by  the 
difpenfation  of  comforts  within  the  walls  of  an 
Hofpital,  while  litde  regard  may  be  paid  to  more 
diftant,  but  equally  urgent,  and  far  more  exten- 
five,  claims  to  compafilon ;  the  culdvadon,  and 
advancement,  of  medical  knowledge,  being  ne- 
glefted. 

The  navy,  army,  and  various  parts  of  the 
kingdom,  and  colonies,  have  afforded  frequent, 
and  melancholy,  proofs,  of  the  neceffity  of  more 
attention  to  Hofpitals,  as  feminaries  of  medical 
fcience.* 

Hofpitals  may  be  confidered  as  Nature's 
fchools,  where  pupils  are  taught  her  ways  in 
difeafes,  and  cafualtiesj  and  the  effedls  of  the 
application  of  means  of  relief.  Notwithftand- 
ing  they  have,  in  fome  meafure,  always  been  re- 
garded in  this  light,  as  appears  by  the  provifions 


*  The  Governors  of  the  London-Hofpital,  many  years 
ago,  fignified  their  fentiments  upon  this  fubjeft,  by  fanftion- 
ing  the  erefting  of  a  theatre,  in  which  might  be  taught  the 
principles  of  the  Healing  Art:  and  it  has  been  completed  at 
the  coft  of  individuals. 

for 
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for  ftiidents  in  their  earlieft  flatutes,  the  en- 
couragement they  have  afforded  to  medical 
learning  has  been  very  gradual^  and  limited,  and 
not  expreflive  of  the  importance  of  its  progrefs  to 
human  kind. 

The  value  of  medical  fcience  in  every  walk,  of 
life,  independently  of  its  application  in  prevent- 
ing and  curing  difeafes,  fhould  be  ferioufly  confi- 
dered.  All  men,  are  indebted  to  the  difcoverers, 
and  cultivators,  of  natural  truths,  for  fome  fliare 
of  their  more  ufeful  knowledge,  and  of  the 
felicity  they  enjoy. 

Many,  therefore,  are  the  objefts,  interefting 
to  fociety,  that  prefent  themfelves,  in  con- 
templating the  profeffional  concerns  of  an  Hof- 
pital:  and,  as  in  commercial  and  other  affairs 
of  life,  they  will  be  beft  underflood  by  men 
who  have  moft  direfted  their  attention  to  the 
fubjedt. 

The  number  of  accidental,  and  extraordinary, 
cafes,  admitted  into  the  Hofpitals  of  the  metro- 
polis, diftinguifhes  them  from  all  others  in  the 
kingdom :  and  the  London- Hofpital  receives  an 
ample  proportion  of  them.    Thefe  are  the  in- 

3  fiances 
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ftanccs  that  fo  often  require  Immediate,  and  lead 
to  the  neceffity  of  frequent,  vifitation ;  as  well  as 
to  operations,  in  which  able  afliftance  is  de- 
manded. 

In  moft  capital  operations,  the  operator  re- 
quires the  aid  of  more  than  one  affiftant,  fully 
acquainted  with  the  ftru6lure  of  the  human  body, 
and  capable  of  pointing  out  circumftances  of 
danger,  not,  perhaps,  in  the  anxious  moment  of 
operating,  adverted  to  by  himfelf. 

But  bodily  indifpofition,  the  calls  of  private 
pradice,  and  many  other  inevitable  caufes,  too 
often  prevent  the  attendance,  and  afliftance,  fo 
neceflarily  required. 

How  are  the  evils,  thence  arlfing,  to  be  ob- 
viated ?  In  the  exigencies  of  private  families, 
afliftance  is  matter  of  inftant  determination, 
from  any  quarter :  but  no  one,  befide  the  autho- 
rized, will  venture  to  ftretch  forth  a  helping 
hand  in  an  Hofpital:  and,  if  an  Indefinite  latitude 
in  this  refped  were  given,  innumerable  evils, 
from  ignorance,  and  prefumption,  would  be  tlie 
confequence. 

Let 
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Let  'the  number  of  Surgeons  in  ordinary 
remain.  The  fame  limitation  exifts  in  the  other 
Hofpitals,  and  is,  probably,  neceffary  for  a  due 
degree  of  refpedability  in  the  ftation.  But  Ihall 
norfanaion  be  allowed  to  a  fufRcient  number  of 
able,  and  vigilant  affiftants  ? 

The  frequent  neceffity  of  being  vifited  twice, 
or  oftener,  in  the  day,  on  account  of  difeafe,  or 
accident,  is  univerfally  felt  and  acknowledged. 
And  fhall  a  fingle  cafe,  that  calls  for  fuch  watch- 
ful attention  in  an  Hofpital,  go  unprovided  with 
it,  becaufe  there  exift  not  in  the  place,  at  the 
fame  time,  hundreds  of  beings  in  equally  critical 
circumftances ;  or,  becaufe  the  manifeftation  of 
the  neceffity  of  fuch  provifion  be  not  frequent  ? 
Are  not  all  the  inhabitants  of  an  Hofpital  in  a 
fick,  or  hurt,  condidon,  and  difpofed  to  the 
uncertain  changes  of  difordered  economies  ? 
Are  not  its  gates  open  night  and  day  to  every 
cafe  of  perilous  injury  ? 

Proper  Affiftants,  while  they  afford  their  own 
immediate  fervices,  will  flimulate  others  to  more 
cffedual  exertions}  and  thus  promote,  generally, 
the  defigns  of  the  charity. 
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They  will  give  new  fpirit  to  declining  years  j 
and  excite  attention,  and  diligence,  in  the  rifing 
ftudent.  They  will  form  a  link,  between  pupil 
and  inftruaor,  favourable  to  the  improvement 
of  the  young  inquirer :  every  occurring  incident 
will  be  more  particularly  noticed  i  every  truth 
will  be  repeated,  illuftrated,  and  more  forcibly 
impreffed :  better  Surgeons  will  be  fent  forth  to 
the  world. 

They  will  induftriouny  colled,  from  every 
fource,  the  fuggeftions  and  difcoveries  of  inge- 
nious and  learned  men,  for  confideration,  and 
application  to  the  purpofes  for  which  the  Hof- 
pital  was  founded.  The  liftleffiiefs  of  age,  its 
concomitant  cares,  and  wordly  concerns,  are  un- 
favourable to  duties  and  purfuits,  for  which  lei- 
fure,  and  energy  of  mind  and  body,  are  nc- 
ceflary. 

The  public  performance  of  an  operation  of 
delicacy,  and  importance,  is  trying.  Conftant 
attendance,  obfervation,  and  affiftant  pradtice,  in 
an  Hofpital,  will  bring  knowledge  and  firmnefs, 
and  prepare  the  powers  for  their  future  happy 
exercife.  By  the  appointment  of  Affiftants,  the 
Holpital  will  experience  a  fucceflion  of  Surgeons, 

properly 
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properly  trained,  and  prepared,  for  the  arduous 
f«n<5tions  of  the  fituation. 

To  adopt  any  number  fliort  of  that  of  the 
principal  Surgeons,  would  exprefs  an  acknow- 
ledgement of  the  fadls  upon  which  the  expe- 
diency of  appointing  any  is  maintained,  without 
duly  proportioning  means  to  the  end.  It  would 
lead  to  embarraffments,  in  the  execution  of  the 
chirurgical  duties,  unfavourable  to  regularity,  and 
order. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  by  Diredors  of  pub- 
lic Hofpitals,  that,  within  a  fliort  period,  the 
ftudents  in  furgery  of  this  nation  travelled  to  a 
foreign  land  for  inftruftion:  but  that,  fincc 
anatomy,  and  furgery,  have  been  more  pradi- 
cally,  and  fcientifically,  cultivated  in  Hofpitals, 
London  has  become  the  place  of  refort  for 
chirurgical  information.  This  pre-eminence,  of 
importance  in  the  fcale  of  national  advantage 
and  greatnefs,  muft  become  reverfed,  by  inatten- 
tion to  the  means  of  improving  furgery,*  The 

Governors 


'  The  legiflature,  and  that  body  of  men  to  which 
public  attention  is  naturally  direfted  on  account  of  Mr. 

Hunter's 
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Governors  of  the  London-Hofpital  will  never 
decline  contributing  to  the  national  chara6ter,  as 
dependant  upon  the  celebrity  of  the  feats  of 
medical  knowledge  in  the  metropolis. 


Hunter's  anatomical  colleaion,  would  do  well  fully  to  con- 
fider  tliefe  fadls. 

This  colleftion  may  be  diftinguilhed  into  two  parts :  the 
bne  explanatory  of  the  even  and  regular  tenor  of  nature, 
in  animal  produdion,  and  prefervation,  by  which  her  gene- 
ral laws  are  explained  ;  the  other  expreffive  of  the  efFedts  of 
extraordinary  caufes  upon  the  animal  organs,  under  the  gui- 
dance of  thofe  laws.  The  former  Ihews  a  defign,  and 
fcope,  unprecedently  grand,  and  interefting:  the  latter 
evinces  a  juft  eftimation  of  the  healing  art,  particularly  of 
that  branch  which  Mr.  Hunter  exercifed;  and  difplays  the 
governing  fentiment  of  utility  that  moved  the  defigner  of 
the  colleftion.  The  whole  is  a  fyftem  of  zoology,  too 
confiderable  for  private  purchafe;  and  of  too  great  in- 
trinfic  value  for  a  wife  people  to  leave  to  uncertain  conferva- 
tion,  and  individual  caprice  in  refpedt  of  ufeful  application. 

National  reputation  in  the  arts,  and  .fciences,  is  not  an 
empty  found:  in  this  confifts  true  fplendour,  and  all  its 
train  of  advantages.  If  London  be  the  feat  of  men,  and 
things,  conducive  to  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  and  heart, 
it  will  be  reforted  to  by  foreigners  from  all  parts;  who  will 
return  with  fentiments  favourable  to  the  land  that  gave 
them  knowledge.  Thus  may  ufeful  learning  be  promoted, 
and  diffufed,  to  the  benefit  of  the  human  race. 


Pun6tuality 
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Pun<auality  in  the  difcharge  of  the  duty  to  Out- 
Papients  cannot  be  depended  upon,  unlefs  the  Sur^ 
geons  will  renounce  private  pradice,  or  there  be 
;41owed  proper  coadjutors.  Stricter  regard  to  this 
part  of  fervice  is  neceflary  in  every  Hofpiial. 
The  Out- Patient  of  yefterday  may  to-day  be  in 
a  ftate  requiring,  as  an  In  -Patient,  all  the  help 
that  can  be  afforded.  A  clofer  obfervance  of 
the  condition  pf  Out -Patients  would  tend  more 
cffcdually  fo  refcue  the  poor  from  the  fatal 
hands  of  quacks,  and  from  thofe  who  would  rob 
thepi  of  their  little  all.  A  more  regular  attention 
to  Out-Patients  would  neceffarily  follow  the  pro-* 
pofed  arrangement. 

The  propofidon  for  Afiiftant- Surgeons  is  form- 
ed on  no  fpeculative  idea.  It  opens  a  profpedl, 
favourable  to  the  patients,  the  ftudents,  to  fur- 
gery,  and  the  public,  without  incurring  charge, 
or  inconvenience ;  without  uncertainty,  for  expe^, 
rience  has  confirmed  the  utility  of  the  mea- 
fure.* 


*  Afllflant-Surgeons  have  a  long  time  been  a  part  of  the 
eftablilhment  of  St.  Bartholomew's  Hofpital. 

But 
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But  all  the  benefits  expeded  from  the  pro- 
pofed  regulation  will  depend  much  upon  the 
qualifications  of  an  Affiftant.  His  elementary 
knowledge,  particularly  in  anatomy,  phyfiology, 
and  pathology,  Ihould  be  full,  and  accurate: 
the  longer  he  has  pradically  iludied  anatomy, 
and  has  attended  the  inilitutes,  and  pra6tice,  of 
furgery,  in  an  Hofpital,  the  ftronger  will  be  the 
prefumption  that  he  pofTefTes  this  neceffary  in- 
formation. The  probability  of  impaired  powers 
fliould  be  far  diftant  at  the  period  of  his  fuc- 
ceeding  to  the  office  of  principal  Surgeon.  His 
attention  fliould  be  devoted  to,  and  he  fhould 
praftife  folely,  furgery.  /  His  refidence  fhould  be 
within  a  fhort  diftance  of  the  Hofpital :  and  he 
ihould  hold  no  fituation  that  can  afFed  his  duties 
to  the  charity. 

Whether  the  patronage  of  Governors  would 
be  increafed  by  the  appointment  of  AfTiftant- 
Surgeons,  which  in  reality  would  be  the  cafe,  or 
not,  is  a  point  of  fecondary  confideration :  for 
as  patronage  ihould  be  exercifed  folely  for  the 
general  good,  the  benevolent  man  will  confider 
it  only  as  conducive  to  that  end. 

If, 
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If,  in  their  memorial,  the  Surgeons  had  not 
purfued  the  fubjed  of  Affiftants  to  their  ulti- 
mate deftination,  would  not  the  plan  have  been 
judged  incomplete  ?  Were  it  not  natural  to  fup- 
pofe  that  the  Governors  would  receive  with  fadf- 
fadtion,  any  hint,  or  opinion,  relative  to  a  fuc- 
ceflion  of  Surgeons  more  able  than  their  prede- 
ceflbrsi  without  encouraging  eledion  arts, 
without  planting  jealoufy,  and  without  creating 
divifions  ?  Influenced  by  fuch  confide  rations,  they 
propofed,  that  the  AlTiflants  fhould  fucceed  the 
Surgeons  in  the  order  of  priority j  as  proper  in 
equity  and  found  policy.* 

"Whoever  has  contemplated  the  office  of  Sur- 
geon to  an  Hofpital,  its  attendant  difappoint- 
m.ents,  anxiety,  and  labour,  will  not  haftily  refufe 
aflfent  to  any  meafure  calculated  to  afford  con- 
fcioufnefs  of  more  effedual  difcharge  of  its 
duties. 


*  It  is  refolved,  that  upon  any  vacancy  in  the  office  of 
Surgeon  it  fhall  be  filled  by  ekaion  from  the  Affiftant-Sur- 
geons.  Thus  have  the  Governors  wifely  conveyed,  that 
abilities  and  fervices  fhould  have  weight  in  their  judgement : 
and  that,  in  the  cafe  only  of  thefe  being  equal,  the  order 
of  priority  Ihould  incline  the  balance  in  their  decifion. 


Every 


(    H  ) 


Every  thing  liberal  rtliy  be  expedled  where 
charity  is  the  governing  principle  of  a<5lidn, 
and  where  the  good  done  bears  a  propor- 
tion to  the  degree  of  kriowledge  eJcercifed.- 
Purity  of  motive,  fmcerity  of  intention  in  the 
Surgeons,  will  not  then  be  doubted.  If  ffiay 
not,  however,  be  improper  to  dbferve,  that 
their  credit,  and  intenji,  are  involved  in  all  the 
proceedings  of  the  Hofpitalj  for  its  profperity 
is  their  elevation,  its  depreffioii  their  lofs  arid 
regret:  that  they  have  never  added  to  fhe> 
burthens  of  die  charity  j  on  the  contrary,  that 
their  aid  in  liippordng  them  has  been  commen- 
furate  with  their  abilides:  that  whatever  they 
have  propofed  from  their  judgement,  and  zeal, 
has  been-  approved  by  the  Governors,  in  their 
wifdom,  and  htimahity  j  with  what  fuccefs  in 
effeft,  let  obfervers  pronounce. 

There  is  yet  one  remark  that  muft  riot  be 
omitted.  The  medical  Governors,  and  Offi- 
cers, of  Hofpitals  fupported  by  voluntary  con- 
tribution, have  ever  been  their  firm,  and  ef- 
fectual, friends.  They  have  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  pleading,  and  are  qualified  ably  to  plead, 
the  excellence  of  their  favourite  eftablifliments:; 

.  and 


(    15  ) 

and  Affiftant-Surgeons  would  prove  an  addition 
to  the  number  of  zealous  advocates. 


REMARKS 


CONCERNING 

CIRCUMSTANCES    OF  DISTRESS, 

NOT  WITHIN  THE  PROVISIONS  Or 

HO  SPITALS, 

WITH  THE 

ADDRESS  AND  REGULATIONS 

OF  THE 


Nil  aftum  credens,  cum  quid  fupereflet  agendum.  Lucan, 


TO  learn  all  the  varieties  of  wretchednefs,  to 
remove  it,  or  to  foften  its  pangs,  the  ear 
muft  be  unweariedly  inclined  to  tales  of  woe ; 
the  hand  muft  be  ever  ready  to  fuccour  3  and  the 
heart,  and  underftanding,  to  advife,  to  comfort, 
and  to  guide.  .  v; 

In  the  luftre  of  public  chanties,  mifery,  of  a 
nature  not  immediately  to  attrad  the  eye  of  pity, 
often  remains  unnoticed. 

C  The 
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The  greateft  exertions  of  art,  and  the  mofl 
diligent  care,  are  extended  to  poor  fick,  and 
hurt,  fellow-creatures.  But  fl^ill,  and  tendernefs, 
will  hardly  avail  againft  difeafe,  while  the  mind 
is  condnually  depreffed  by  refieftion  upon  a 
hopelefs  profped  in  life,  or  upon  the  condition  of 
a  family  pining  with  grief,  and  want. 

In  Hofpitals,  the  helping  hand  of  charity  is 
fiill  wanted.  Various  are  the  diftreffes  that  call 
for  it,  frequendy  admitdng  of  eafy  relief,  not, 
however,  within  the  limits  of  fuch  eftablifliments 
to  grant. 

The  Samaritan-Society  was  inftltuted  in 
the  view  of  explaining  the  circumftances  of  cafes 
in  Hofpitals  that  have  claim  upon  benevolence ; 
of  obtaining  a  fund  from  which  relief  might  be 
afforded  i  and  providing  a  body  of  men  that 
might  properly  execute,  and  perpetuate,  the 
good  defign. 

But  the  Addrefs,  and  Regulations,  of  the  So- 
ciety, will  explain  its  intention ;  and  prove  the 
belt  appeal  to  humanity  in  its  favour. 


SAMARITAN- 
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SAMARITAN-SOCIETY, 

INSTITUTED 
M.DCC.XCI. 


«  Take  care  of  him:  and,  whatfoever  thou  fpendeft  more,  when  I 
come  again,  I  will  repay  thee." 


ADDRESS. 

OBSERVATIONS  prove,  that  there  is  dif- 
trefs  in  Hofpitals,  calling  upon  humanity 
for  confideration,  that  cannot  be .  brought  within 
the  provifions  of  thofe  valuable  inftitutions. 

I.  Poor  fervants  who  have  been  obliged  to  quit 
their  places  and  go  into  Hofpitals,  when  difmifled 
cured,  but  yet  in  a  weak  ftate,  have  frequendy 
no  fnend  to  receive  them,  or  place  wherein  to 
Jay  their  heads  >/^r./jv,  till  they  are  reinftated  in 
Jervicc. 

^  2  II.  Many 
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» 


II.  Many  young  females,  who,  through  difti-efs-,- 
have  pawned  or  fold  their  clothing,  when  raifed 
from  the  bed  of  ficknels,  might  be  faved  from 
ruin  by  proper  afliftance. 

III.  Many  within  the  walls  of  an  Hofpital  fuffer 
the  greateft  anguifli  on  account  of  their  families  at 
home,  ftarving  for  want  of  the  wages  of  their 
labour. 

IV.  Patients  from  remote  parts  of  this  king- 
dom, and  Ireland,  when  difcharged  from  Holpitals, 
in  a  low,  lame,  or  incurable,  condition,  frequently 
know  not  whither  to  go,  or  what  courfe  to  take 
for  avoiding  worfe  evils  than  have  befallen  them. 
And  foreigners,  under  fimilar  circumflances,  ex- 
perience at  leafl  as  great  hardfhips. 

V.  Many  a  languiHiing  fellow- creature,  it  is  rea- 
fonably  fuppofed,  might  be  faved  by  the  oppor- 
tune benefit  of  frefh  air,  for  only  a  few  days. 

..  VI.  The  efHcacy  of  the  waters  of  Bath,  where 
there  is  an  Hofpital  for  paupers,  and  of  the  fea,. 
would  probably  preferve  the  life  of  many  beings,- 
unable  to  defray  the  little  expenfe  of  a  journey. 


VII.  In 
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VII.  In  cafes  of  mutilation  of  llmbj  various  ef- 
feftual  fervices  might  oftentimes  be  rendered  die 
fufferers,  towards  gaining  a  livelihood  in  ways 
adapted  to  their  feveral  conditions. 

VIII.  Patients  are  frequently  without  change  of 
linen,  fo  effential  to  cleanlinels  and  the  purity  of 
the  air  immediately  furrounding  them,  and  on 
which  fo  much  depends  in  refpe£l  of  the  general 
influence  upon  thofe  who  refpire  the  atmofphere 
of  the  place,  and  thofe  alfo  with  whom  they 
may,  dircdlly  after  difmiffion,  live  in  fervicc. 

IX.  Inftances  occur  of  blindnefs,  in  pcrfons  re- 
mote from  their  pariQies  and  friends,  in  which 
the  diftrefs  of  the  unfortunate  fufferers,  at  their  de- 
parture from  Hofpitals,  might  be  greatly  alle- 
viated by  proper  afliftance. 

4 

X.  Cafes  of  rupture,  from  fudden  caufes,  fre- 
quently require  truffes,  for  preventing  relapfe. 
and  even  confequent  death,  when  neither  paro- 
chial nor  other  alTittance  can  be  obtained,  and 
when  bodily  labour  would  be  dangerous. 

XI.  In  addition  to  thefe  diftrclTes  of  patients 
languilhing  within  the  walls  of  an  hofpital,  many, 

C  3  among 
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among  the  <7^f/-patients,  might  be  mentioned, 
demanding  every  affiftance  which  humanity  can 
afford. 

XII.  undertaking  for  the  relief  of  fuch 
wretchednefsj  direded  to  all  the  Hofpitals  in  thefc 
cities,  would  probably  be  too  great  for  an  indi- 
vidual fociety.  Obfervations  on  the  evils,  pro- 
pofed  to  be  remedied,  indicate,  that  the  intention 
would  be  anfwered  beft  by  an  inftitudon,  fupple- 
mentary  to  each  Holpital. 

XIII.  The  London-Hospital  is  the  obje£b 
to  which  the  attendon  of  this  fociety  is  direded  j 
and,  as  it  is  prefumed  that  it  will  further  the  de- 
fign,  it  is  hoped  it  will  likewife  advance  the  inte- 
reft  of  that  charity. 


THE  Governors  of  the  London-Hospital,  at 
the  Quarterly  General  Court,  holden  the  yth  of 
March,  1792,  have,  by  an  unanimous  refoluuon, 
concurred  in  the  views  of  the  Society,  in  terms 
expreffing  the  higheft  approbation  of  the  inftitu- 
tioni  and  granted  permiffion  to  the  Society  to 
meet  in  an  apartment  belonging  to  the  Hofpital, 
and  to  make  every  ncceffary  inquiry  concerning 

the 
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the  diftrcfsful  circumftances  of  the  patients;  that 
fuch  relief  may  be  adminiftered  to  them,  as  the 
Society  fhall  be  enabled,  or  lhall  judge  proper^ 
to  beftow. 


REGULATIONS. 
I. 


Donation  of  five  guineas  lhall  be  a  qualifi- 
cation fpr  a  niember  for  life. 


2. 

A  donation  of  one  guinea  lhall  be  a  qualifica- 
tion for  an  ^nnua|  member. 

3- 

A  general  court  fhall  be  held  half-yearly  on 
the  laft  Wednefdays  in  February  and  Auguft; 
and  fhall  confifl  of  not  lefs  than  five  mem- 
bers. 

A  treafurer,  and  a  committee,  to  confifl  of 
not  lefs  than  twelve  members  befides  the  treafu- 

C  4  r^r. 
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rer,  fhall  be  annually  ele£led  at  the  general  court 
in  February :  two  of  the  committee  fliall  go  out 
annually,  and  two  other  members  be  cho,fen  in 
their  places. 

5- 

A  committee  fhall  be  held  every  Tuefday  at 
twelve  o'clock  J  and  fhall  confift  of  not  lefs  than 
two  members. 

(V 

Qualified  perfons  fhall  be  propofed  at  one 
committee  and  voted  for  at  the  next. 

7- 

The  Committee  fhall  appoint  one  or  more  vi- 
fitors;  who  fhall  make  inquiries  of  the  officers, 
or  other  perfons  in  the  hofpital,  concerning  the 
diilrefsful  circumflances  of  the  patients,  and  re- 
port to  the  next  committee  accordingly. 

8. 

No  recommendation  from  any  perfon  what- 
ever, whether  a  member  of  the  fociety  or  not, 

fhall 
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fhall  be  regarded  farther  than  as  it  may  be  Ex- 
planatory of  the  diftrefs  of  the  object  under 
confidcration,  and  as  it  may  thence  aflift  the 
committee  in  their  proceeding?. 


The  proceedings  of  the  fociety  ihall  be  exaftly 
recorded  together  with  the  names  of  all  perfons 
relieved,  their  age,  place  of  nativity,  parifh,  oc- 
cupation, whether  they  are  married  or  fingle, 
the  ftate  of  their  family,  or  any  circumftance 
jclaiming  the  particular  confideration  of  the  foci- 
ety, as  well  as  the  relief  granted. 


10. 


The  names  of  at  leaft  two  members  of  the 
committee,  by  order  of  the  committee,  fliall  be 
fubfcribed  to  drafts  upon  the  treafurer. 


■V 

I  II. 


An  exaa  account  of  the  receipts,  difburfe- 
ments,  and  fund  of  the  fociety,  fhall  be  laid  be- 
fore every  committee  3  which  fhall  audit  and  fign 
the  fame,  and  fend  an  abftradl  thereof  annually 
to  every  member. 
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12, 

The  treafurer,  and  two  other  members,  ap^^ 
pointed  at  a  general  court,  fhall  be  truftees  for 
inveftments  in  the  funds. 

IS- 
AM legacies  and  donations  above  one  guinea 
fliall  be  added  to  the  invefted  fund,  which  fhall 

be  INVIOLABLE, 

,    /  14. 

The  expenditure  of  each  year  fliall  by  no 
means  exceed  the  annual  income  arifing  from  the 
intereft  of  the  invefted  fund,  and  thofe  dona- 
tions which  do  not  exceed  one  guinea ;  nor  fhaH 
any  debt  be  incurred  fo  as  to  anticipate  die  re- 
ceipts of  the  fociety. 


Rules  for  the  government  of  the  fociety  fhall 
be  approved  by  one  general  court,  and  confirmed 
by  the  next;  the  members  being  informed  of 
every  approved  regulation,  at  leaft  fix  days  be- 
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•     fore  the  general  court,  at  which  Its  confirmation 
will  be  confidered. 

16. 

At  general  courts  and  committees,  queftions 
fliall  be  determined  by  a  majority,  the  chairman 
having  a  calling  vote  1  and,  if  a  ballot  ihould  be 
demanded  by  two  members,  it  lhall  be  pro- 
ceeded upon  immediately.  ^ 

17- 

The  treafurer,  the  aflembled  committee,  or 
any  five  members  of  the  fociety,  fiiall  have 
power  to  call  extraordinary  general  courts. 


To  fuch  perfons  as  fhall  be  difpofed  to 
promote  the  defigns  of  this  (the  firft-inftituted) 
Society,  and  render  it  permanent,  in  becoming 
benefaftors  by  will,  the  following  form  is  recom- 
mended. 

"  /  give  and  bequeath  unto  the  Treafurer  and 
"  Members'  of  the  Samaritan-Society,  injii- 
"  tuted  for  relieving  fuch  diftreffes  of  patients  of 
"  the  London-Hospital  as  are  not  within  the 

"  p'ovifions 


t 
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"  provifions  of  liojpitahj  in  truji  for  ever^  the 
Jum  of  and  I  defire  that  the  Jaid  Jum 

"  may  he  paid  out  of  my  ferfonal  ejiate^  ayid  added 
"  to  the  invejled  fund  of  the  faid  Society  in  the 
Names  of  the  Trujlees  thereof  it  being  wy  will 
"  that  the  intereft  only  of  the  faid  fum  of 
"  fhall  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  of  the  faid  So- 
"  ciety" 

N.  B.  Devifes  of  land,  or  money  charged  on 
land,  or  to  be  laid  out  in  land,  are  void  by  the 
ftatute  of  mortmain. 

Mr.E.  C.Gregory,  Trcafurer,  Leman-Street, 
Goodman's  Fields,  will  receive  donations. 


TJIE 
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THE  refolutions  of  a  committee,  held  the 
loth  of  March,  1795,  evince  how  far  the  So- 
ciety had  anfwered  the  ends  propofed  j  and  ex- 
prefs  new  hopes,  and  expeftations,  from  the 
adoption  of  its  principles. 


At  a  Special  Committee  of  the  Samaritan- 
Society,  held  the  loth  of  March,  1795,  for 
carrying  into  EfFedt  the  Refolutions  referred  to 
them  by  the  laft  General  Court. 


The  Rev.  Dr.  GLASSE  in  the  Chair. 

IT  appeared  that  this  Society  had  extended  its 
benefits  to  many  poor  patients  in  the  London- 
Hospital,  and  to  their  wives  and  j^mllies,  de- 
prived, during  their  illnefs,  of  the  wages  of  their 
labours  and  alfo  had  fupplied  feveral  with  ne- 
cemries,  when  cured  of  their  difeafes  and  in  3 
■ftate  of  convalefcence,  till  they  were  able  to 
return  to  their  homes  and  renew  their  occupa- 
lions. 


That 
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That  fuch  art  appendage  to  every  Hofpital  in 
the  metrcipolis,  and  to  every  County-Hospital, 
would  be  productive  of  the  moft  falutary'ef* 
fefts. 

That  fuch  prompt  afliftancc  as  this  Society 
affords  to  patients,  elpecially  diofe  from  remote 
parts  of  this  kingdom  and  Ireland,  and  alfo  to 
poor  foreigners  on  their  final  difmiffion,  in  order 
to  help  them  forward  to  their  refpedlive  homes 
and  employs,  would  be  of  effential  fervice  if  ex- 
tended to  prifoners  difcharged  from  confinement 
by  order  of  court,  when  pafTed  to  their  legal 
fettlements,  under  the  dire£lIon  of  the  vagrant - 
ad,  32  Geo.  III.  cap.  45,  §.4. 

That  many,  who  have  been  fo  far  recovered  as 
to  be  judged  proper  to  be  difcharged  from  hofpi- 
tals,  and  yet  unable  to  labour  and  earn  their 
\  livelihood,  may  be  faved  from  ruin  by  timely  at- 
tentions fuited  to  their  immediate  necefllties ;  for, 
on  the  departure  of  an  unprovided  patient  from 
an  hofpital,  or  on  the  difcharge  of  a  prifoner 
from  a  jail,  the  door  being  clofed  on  them  and|^ 
"  the  world  all  before  them,"  a  gloomy  fufpenfe 
may  deprefs  the  dejefted  heart,  which  a  Samari- 
tan-Society, fupplementary  to  each  Hofpital  and 

prifon. 


\ 
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prlfon,  might  feafonably  afluage,  and  fave  from 
delinquency. 

Resolved, 

That  thefe  refolutions  be  publiflied,  in  the  view 
of  inducing  thofe,  who  approve  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  Samaritan -Society,  to  confider  of 
adapting  a  fimilar  cftablilhment  to  every  Hof- 
pital  and  prifon  throughout  the  kingdom. 


The  Records  of  the  Society  manifeft  a  truth, 
too  litde  regarded  by  well-difpofed  people, 
namely,  that  much  evil, may  be  prevented,  much 
good  done,  at  little  expenfe,  by  help  Jeajonohly 
fupplied.  The  Society  has  extended  its  benefits 
in  a  great  number  of  inftances  of  diftrefs,  com- 
prehending nearly  all  the  cafes  enumerated  in  the 
addrefs:  thus  having  demonftrated  its  utility, 
farther  fupport,  adequate  to  future  calls,  is  anxi- 
oufly  defired  j  and  the  more,  as  It  may  prove  an 
encouragement  to  fimilar  attempts  in  other  Bo- 
dies, 


CURSORY  OBSERVATIONS 

RELATIVE  TO 

HOSPITALS. 


"  What  attention  thefe  /adls  defetve,  and  what  meafures  ft  may  be 
"  advifeable  to  adopt  in  confequence  of  them,  I  leave  to  the  deter- 
"  minafion  of  the  proper  judges." 

Howard  on  Lazarettos. 


I-  TTOSPITALS  improve  the  difpofition  of 
-L  A.  mankind,  by  cultivating  charity.  A 
degree  of  dependance  upon  public  opinion,  and 
munificence,  is  therefore  ufeful.  y 

II.  As  afylums  for  fick  and  hurt  fellow- 
creatures,  they  are  die  moft  fplendid  expreffions 
of  wifdom  and  benevolence  particularly  in  the 
immediate  afliftance  they  are  calculated  to  afford 
in  external  injuries. 


D 


III.  As 


/ 
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III.  As  continually  prefenting  inftances  in 
which  pupils  may  ftudy  the  animal  economy, 
when  afFedted  by  difeafe,  or  violence,  they  are 
the  principal  pillars  of  a  rational  fyften^  of  in- 
ftruftion  in  the  healing  art. 


IV.  And,  rightly  conduced,  they  mend  the 
morals,  as  well  as  reftore  the  health  and  pre- 
ferve  the  lives,  of  the  objeds  for  whofe  fake 
they  were  founded. 

V.  But,  are  all  the  means  employed  that 
can  contribute  to  thefe  important  ends  ?  Cer- 
tainly not :  on  the  contrary,  fome  of  the  moft 
obvious,  and  ufeflil,  are  negledled. 

VI.  The  following  truths  are,  therefore,  not 
fo  much  dire£ted  to  inform  the  mind,  as  to  in- 
cline it  to  the  confideration  of  human  imperfec- 
tion and  mifery,  and  the  application  of  knowledge. 

VII.  Hofpitals  are  too  much  crowded  with 
patients.  Parade  of  number  blinds  the  judge- 
ment, and  diverts  attention  from  fimple  prin- 
ciples, and  clearly  deduced  rules  of  condud.* 


»  Witnefs  the  obfervations,  and  deduaions,  of  Mr.  How- 
ard, Mr.  Hanway,  Pr.  Blane,  and  others.  ^^^^ 
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VlII.  The  number  of  patients  admitted  into 
an  hofpital  does  not  indicate  the  number  of  lives 
preferved,  the  degree  of  mifery  leffened,  the 
fum  of  benefit  to  the  commuhity. 

iX.  The  proportion  cured  and  relieved^  in  li 
given  period,  is  what  expreffes  the  happy  con- 
fequences  to  fociety. 

X.  Caterts  faribus,  that  proportion  will  rife 
or  fall,  corifiderablyj  according  to  the  degree  of 
purit)'  of  the  air  refpired  :  and  this  will  be,  in^ 
verfely,  according  to  the  number  congregated  in 
a  given  fpace.* 

XI.  Anirnal  eMuvia  produce  cdhtagion.f  The 
pernicious  impreffion  of  aii*,  ftrongly  impregnated 

E)  2  therewith. 


*  Every  remark  refpefting  the  air  of  hofpitals  is  appli- 
cable, mutatis  mutandis,  to  the  circumftances  of  men  in 
cities  and  towns,  in  manufaftories,  poor-houfes,  and  even 
private  dwellitigs  5  but  more  efpecially  to  thofe  in  camps, 
and  (hips,  and  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  prifons:  and, 
therefore,  is  univerfally  interefting. 

t  "  It  is  now  known,  that  the  effluvia  conflantly  ari^ 
"  fing  from  the  living  human  body,  if  long  retained  in 

"  th« 
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therewith,  Is  ftrikingly  remarkable  in  compound 
fraflures,  and  fractured  fculls :  *  but  it  is  hdrt- 
ful  under  all  circumftances,  however  its  efFefts 
may  not  be  diftinftly  manifeft,  or  tile  powers  of 
the  body  may  be  fuperidr  to  its  influence. 
The  circumftances  of  difeafe  are  generally  pol- 
luting to  the  furrounding  air. 

XII.  The  fyftem  of  hofpiials,  in  refped  of 
number,  is  founded  in  a  glaring  error.  By 
ciiririg,  relieving',  and  difmifllng  in  a  fhorter  time, 
the  fiim  of  padents  admitted  in  a  given  period 
may  be  even  greater  from  a  lefs  than  from  a 
larger  number  of  inhabitants. 


•*  the  iame  place,  without  being  difRlfed  in  the  atmof- 
"  phere,  acquire  a  fingular  virulence ;  and,  in  that  ftate, 
"  being  applied  to  the  bodies  of  men,  become  the 
"  caufe  of  a  fever  which  is  highly  contagious.  The  ex- 
"  illence  of  fuch  a  fever  is  fully  proved  by  the  late  Obfer- 
"  vations  on  Jail  and  Hofpital  Fevers,"— C«//«;,  Firfl:  Lmes, 
vol.  i.  p.  1 23. —  Vide  Pringhs  Linds  Chijl.olm;  Rujh  j 
Smith  i  Sec. 

*  Comparative  obfervations  of  events,  in  cafes  of  frac- 
tured fculls,  &c.  in  Hofpitals,  and  other  places,  different  in 
degrees  of  purity  of  air,  afford  undoubted  teftimony  of  what 
is  here  advanced. 


XIII.  However 


XIII.  However  a;ry,  then,  the  ficuatlon  of 
an  hofpital,  of.whatever  amplitude,  and  number, 
its  wards,  ftill  its  happy  effeds  will  be  governed 
by  .tl)e  proportion  of  fick  perfons  within  its  walls.* 

XIV.  It  may  b.e  admitted,  upon  the  whole, 
that  the  limitation  of  number  in  Hofpitals 
ihould  be  far  bejow  what  it  generally  Hands. 
Precifion  upon  this  point  would  demand  accurate 
eftimation  of  the  force  of  many  operating  caufes. 
But  humanity  Ihould  }?,e  (atisfied;  and,  confe- 
quently,  no  iriore.  fli.o.uld  eyer  be  received  tha.n 
can  be  dealt  by  ajCC(D|-jdiDg  to  the  true  me&nin^ 
of  the  charity. 

•  Xy.  The  .clrcumftances  that  may  prove  pre- 
judicial to  the  ,^ir  .of  .hpip^itals  are  innumerable. 
To  mention  fome  of  tliem  may  lead  to  the 
noticing  of  others  ;  and  to  fuggeftions,  and  con- 
clufions,  how  to  prevent,  or  remedy,  much  evil. 

XVI.  It  is  well  known  that  ftagnant  air  foon 
becomes  unfit  for  vital  purpofes.  .  Space,  and 
jopenings  for  currents  of  this  fluid,  are,  therefore. 


*  The  magnitude  of  the  Lojidon-Hofpital,  fo  far  from  re- 
fledling  blame  on  account  of  coft.  is  a  proof-  of  theVaga- 
cJty,  as  well  as  munificence,  of  its  founders. 

^  3  neceflary 
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neceflary  for  the  difplacement  of  fuch  portion! 
as  arC;,  or  might  become,  hurtful.* 

XVII.  Every  inclofed  place  in  an  hofpital, 
water-clofets,  &c,  fliould,  therefore,  frequently 
be  opened,  and  wafhed :  and  (hould,  if  poffible^ 
have  apertures  communicating  with  the  air 
abroad,  lefV  the  general  air  of  the  place  be  at 
any  time  affe6ted  by  that  which  is  noxious  ef- 
caping  from  confinement. 

XVIII.  Feeders  of  fwine  tempt  nurfes,  &c.  tq 
colledt  wafh  in  thefe  places;  and  preparers  of 
orchall  for  dyers  induce  them  to  do  the  fame 
by  urine.    Such  procedure  is  highly  dangerous. 

.XIX.  Proximate  {landing  water,  particularly 
if  laden  with  animal  filth,  may  prove  the  fource 
of  ferious  mifchief,  and  Ihould  never  be  fuffered 
to  remain.-]- 


*  The  alterations  daily  going  on  in  this  city  appear  to 
^36  condufted  with  due  attention  to  this  truth.  Whence 
London  is  approaching  nearer  and  nearer  to  that  degree  of 
excellence  of  air,  in  favour  of  which  every  thing  natural 
concurs. 

f  The  air  of  the  London-Hofpital  was  benefited  beyond 
expreffion  by  the  removal  of  a  nuifance  of  this  nature  fome 
years  ago. 


I 
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XX.  The  governors  of  hofpltals,  pofldFing 
contiguous  land,  Ihould  not  allow  it  to  be  built 
upon,  to  the  detriment  of  the  air  breathed  by 
thofe  of  whofe  health  and  lives  they  are  guar- 
dians. It  can  afford  no  confolation  to  a  re- 
flefting  and  humane  perfon,  that  a  favourite 
charity  becomes  amply  endowed,  and  thence  is 
enabled  to  admit  a  large  addition  of  objefls, 
when  it  is  found  to  be  a  grave  to  its  inhabitants. 

!3iXI.  If  fewers,  and  water- courfes,  be  not 
kept  in  good  order,  they  may  prove  caufes  of 
great  misfortune.  Obftruftion  to  the  paffage  of 
what  fliould  pafs  away,  will  occafion  an  exhalation, 
by  all  the  communications  with  the  building,  of 
the  moft  dangerous  kind.  I  have  feen  an  un- 
favourable alteration  in  a  few  hours  in  the  afpe£^ 
of  every  fore,  and  the  ftate  of  nearly  every 
patient,  in  an  hofpital,  from  fuch  a  caufe,  A 
provifion  of  back-water  in  regard  to  fewers,  is, 
therefore,  of  the  utmoft  moment. 

XXII.  Whatever  may  be  theoretically  fup- 
pofed  of  the  ufefulnefs  of  trees,  while  under 
folar  influence,  through  a  power  in  their  leaves 
to  imbibe  hurtful  matter  from  the  air,  they  cer- 

P  4  tainly 
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tainly  do  harm  in  the  neighbourhood  of  dwel- 
lings, when  they  prevent  a  free  circulation  of 
air,  and  intercept  the  beams  of  the  fun  :  but  if 
FufFered  to  grow  in  fuch  fituations,  for  their 
lhade,  or  beauty,  their  leaves  ought  to  be 
carefully  removed,  as  they  fall  in  autumn,  and 
not  fuffered  to  remain,  and  ferment  with  every 
fort  of  feculence  they  have  collefted. 

XXIII.  It  is  to  be  regretted  diat  we  have  not 
more  accurate  conclufions,  of  praftical  applica- 
tion, concerning  the  efFeds  of  vegetation  upon 
atmofpheric  air.  There  are  valuable  guides  for 
experiments,  and  obfervations,  upon  the  fubjed.* 
Plants  might  perhaps  be  made  tefts  of  the  na- 
ture, and  degree  of  impurity,  of  the  air  in 
various  fituations.  f 

XXIV.  Patients  of  Hofpitals  are  many  of  them 
confined,  for  a  confiderable  time,  altogether  to 
their  beds.  Thefe  parts  of  Hofpital-accommo- 
dation  fhould,  therefore,  be  carefully  inquired 
into. 


,*  Hales  Priepeys  Ingenhouzs  tfc. 

f  It  is  curious  to  obferve  with  what  rapidity  feme  plants 
•row.  in  the  wards  of  Hofpitals. 

XXV.  The 
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■  XXV.  The  experience  of  many  years,  at  the 
London -Hofpitai,  has  demonftrated  the  fuperior 
advantages  of  iron  bedfteads,  without  tefters. 
I'hey  afford  no  harbour  for  any  thing  hurtful  or 
offenfive,  and  are  fo  conftruded  as  not  to  be  in 
the  leaft  cumberous  or  inconvenient.* 


XXVI.  The  flock  that  is  generally  employed 
for  beds  in  Hofpitals  favours  the  produftion  of 
infefts,  is  retentive  of  the  matter  of  animal  ex- 
halation, and  what  is  infectious,  and  thence  may 
vitiate  the  air  and  be  dangerous.  Experience  at 
the  London- Hofpitai  has  Ihewn  that  beds  of 
ftraw  are  unexceptionable. f 

XXVIL  Woollen 


*  A  ufeful  addition  to  the  iron  bedftead  has  been 
made  at  the  Small-Pox  Hofpitai ;  by  means  of  which,  with 
a  winch,  the  body  may  be  raifed  with  eafe  to  any  degree. 

t  The  cheapnefs  of  ftraw  renders  the  renewal  of  beds,  of- 
ten eflentially  neceffary,  of  trifling  confideration. —  Feathers, 
and  all  animal,  and  villous  fubftances,  are  generally  improper 
for  beds.  But,  if  employed,  the  original  purity  of  the  arti- 
cle, and  the  means  of  preferving  its  fweetnefs,  Ihould  be 
ftriaiy  regarded.  Beds  (the  very  material  with  which  they  are 
riuffed  if  pollible),  their  clothing,  &c.  Ihould  be  often  expo- 
fed 
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XXVII.  Woollen  fubftances,  in  curtains,  co- 
verlids, &c.  excepting  blankets,  fhould  be  ba- 
niflied  every  Hofpital  in  favour  of  linen  j  for  the 
reafons  affigned  againft  the  ufe  of  flock  in 
beds. 

XXVIIL  The  beds,  clothing,  &c.  fliould 
be  frequently  expofed  to-  the  open  air,  in  a 
piece  of  ground  appropriated  to  that  purpofe.* 


fed  to  the  open  air,  in  every  feafon  and  fituation  :  but  in  fick- 
nefs  the  Rate  of  the  bed  becomes  a  matter  of  ftill  more  ferious 
confideration.  It  is  feared  that  beds  are  frequently  the  caufe 
of  hurt  to  the  air,  to  the  injury  of  the  conftitution,  and  to 
the  augmentation  of  difeafe  ;  and  that,  fometimes,  the  effluvia 
they  retain  occafion  and  propagate  the  moft  dangerous  com- 
plaints. At  any  rate  ftraw  beds  are  fittefl:  in  fchools,  and 
wherever  many  pcrfons,  particularly  thofe  that  ar«  young, 
fleep  near  to  each  oth^r. 

*A  regulation  at  the  London -Hofpital.  —  "  That  every  fair 
day  a  convenient  number  of  the  beds,  with  the  coverings, 
"  and  curtains,  of  thofe  patients  that  are  able  to  fit  up,  be 
*'  carried  into  the  airing-ground  ;  there  to  be  hung  upon 
"  lines,  beaten  with  poles,  and  expofed  for  fome  hours  to 
«  the  open  air  :  that  this  be  done  at  fuch  times,  and  in  fuch 
manner,  as,  if  poffible,  to  have  all  the  beds,  coverings, 
"  and  curtains,  in  the  Hofpital,  aired  at  leaft  once  in  three 
V  months." 

.  XXIX.  There 


(    43  ) 

XXIX.  There  appears  to  be  hardly  fuffieient- 
attention  paid  to  warmth  in  bed,  from  covering, 
during  winter,  in  Hofpitals.  On  which  account 
warmth  is  fought  from  confinement  of  the  air. 
Yet  it  is  acknowledged,  that  free  ventilation,  with 
good  fires,  and  warm  clothing,  in  cold  weather, 
is  indifpenfable  both  for  maintaining,  and  for  re- 
covering health.* 

XXX.  Patients,  before  admiffion  into  an  Hof- 
pital,  Ihould  be  examined  as  to  bodily  impurity. 


*  The  natives  of  warm  climates,  when  in  cold  regions^ 
are  generally  inattentive  to  this  obfervation.  Some  years 
^go  a  confiderable  number  of  Africans  were  colledled,  and 
badly  accommodated,  at  the  eaftern  part  of  the  town.  A 
great  mortality  foon  raged  among  them.  Mr.  Hanway  inte- 
refted  himfelf  in  behalf  of  thefe  poor  fellows,  as  he  did 
upon  every  occafion  in  which  he  could  be  ferviceable  to  his 
feJlow-creatures.  Honoured  be  his  memory!  At  the  in- 
ftance  of  my  revered  friend  I  vifited  them  in  their  quarter. 
Never  have  I  felt  fuch  a  fenfation  as  I  then  experienced. 
The  ftench  was  intolerable,  and  the  ftate  of  the  air  fuch  that 
I  inftantly  became  almoft  fuftbcated.  No  wonder:  there 
was  a  large  number  crowded  upon  the  floor  of  a  fmall 
low  room,  without  a  window  open,  or  a  paflage  of  any 
kind  for  the  removal  of  foul,  and  the  admiffion  of  frefli 
^ir.  Their  fituation  was  changed,  and  the  mortality  foon 
ceafed. 

The 
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The  head,  and  limbs,  at  leaft,  ought  to  be 
cleaned  and  waflied,  before  they  are  warded. 
But  in  cafes  in  which  the  meafure  is  not  inad- 
miffable,  the  whole  body  fhould  be  bathed  in 
warm  water.  And,  fully  to  prevent  contamin^^ 
,apn  of  the  air,  their  clothes  fhould  be  fumigated 
w}th  fulphur  in  a  place  fct  .apart  for  the  purpofe, 
thoroughly  aired  i  or  purified  in  m  oyen. 
Thefe  things  might  be  done  with  eafe,  and 
certain  advantage,  according  to  rules  that  (houid 
be  inftituted  for  the  performance  of  them.* 

XXXI.  In  every  Hofpical,  clean  and  well- 
aired  wards  fhould  be  referved  for  the  feparation 
,of  fuch  patients  as,  from  delirium,  contagious  or 
putrid  effluvia,  or  from  any  eaufe  whatever. 


A  r<egulation  at  the  L.pndon-Hofpital.  —  "  That  all  per- 
'^•^{qj^s,  intended  tp  be  received  as  patients  in  the  Hofpital, 
have  their  heads  .raade  clean,  and  their  legs  and  feet 
"  w^afhed,  previoufly  to  being  admitted ;  excepting  cafes  in 
"  which  .the  phyficians,  or  furgeons,  may  j  udge  Aich  proce- 
"  dure  to  be  improper :  and  that  the  walhing  and  cleaning 
"  of  the  patients  be  conduaed  by  the  nurfes  and  .watchers 
."  of  the  wards  into  which  they  are,  refpeftively,  to  be  ad- 
^  .mited,  under  the  direction  of  the  apothecary." 

might 
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might  be  hurtful  to  others  j  or  fuch  as  them- 
ielves  may  require  a  better  air  for  recovery.* 

XXXII.  Patients  ill  of  fever  fhbuld  not, 
doubtedly,  lie  nedr  to  thofe  who  are  confined  on 
Account  of  fradufe,  wound,  &c.  It  is,  however, 
as  clear,  that  patients  with  fever  are  of  the  laft 
defcription  that  fliould  be  crowded  together.- 
The  cafe,  from  its  nature,  demands  more  than 
ordinary  attention  to  every  circumftance  relating 
to  air.  It  is  not  meant  to  difcufs  medical  points ; 
but  to  flate  truths  that  carry  convidion  with 
them.  The  condition  of  patients  of  Hofpitals  in 
fever,  fo  far  as  relates  to  number  in  a  ward, 
requires,  generally,  to  be  mended. 


*  Attention  to  this  rule  at  the  London-Hofpital  has  been 
produftive  of  unfpeakable  benefit,  —  "  No  Hofpital  that  I 
"  have  feen  on  the  Continent  is  fo  well  ndmiiiillered  as  tlie 
"  general  Hofpital  of  this  city  (Barcelona).  It  is  pecu- 
"  liar  in  its  attention  to  convalefcents,  for  whom  a  feparate 
"  habitation  is  provided,  that  after  they  are  difmifled  from 

the  fick  wards  as  cured  of  their  difcafes,  they  may  have 
"  time  to  recruit  their  ftrength,  before  they  are  turned  out 
"  to  endure  their  accurtomed  hardftiips,  and  to  get  their 
"  bread  b^  labour.  Nothing  can  be  more  ufeful,  nothing 
*'  more  humane  than  this  appendage."  Vide  a  Journey 
through  Spain  by  Jo/epJj  To-wnfend,  A.M.  Reftor  of  Pew- 
fey,  Wilts;  vol.i.  p.i3'i.  Vide  §.i.  and  §.iv.  in  the 
Addrefs  of  the  Samaritim-Sdchty. 

XXXIII.  There 
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XXXIII.  There  is,  in  general,  too  little  regard 
to  the  airing  of  convalefcents,  and  other  patients 
able  to  walk  abroad.  Every  one  muft  be  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  fweetnefs  of  the  air  hanging  in  the- 
clothes  of  a  perfon  juft  entered  a  room  froni  a 
walk  in  a  field.  This  fragrance  is  a  proof  of  its 
falubrity.  Why,  then,  are  not  its  benefits  pur- 
fued  with  more  eagernefs  ?  Few  Holpitals  indeed 
have  the  advantage  of  a  field,  or  garden :  in  thofe 
that  have,  do  the  governors  employ  it  in  a 
manner  the  moft  conducive  to  the  relief,  and 
comfort,  of  their  patients  ? 

XXXIV.  Lime-whiting  the  cielings  and  walls 
once  a  year,  in  the  fummer  feafon,  at  the  London- 
Hofpital,  has  fully  confirmed  what  Mr.  Howard 
has  faid  in  its  commendation.  But  the  manner 
of  performing  this  work  ftiould  be  ftridly 
obferved.  The  furface  is  firft  to  be  moiftened,  and 
well  fcrapedj  and,  when  dry,  is  to  be  lime- 
whited  with  the  mixture,  of  lime  and  water  onlyy 
while  in  a  ftate  of  ebullition :  confequendy  no 
more  fliould  be  mixed  than  can  be  ufed  while' 

XXXV.  Atmofpheric 


*  Dr.  C.  Smith,  in  his  excellent  work  on  the  jail-diftem- 
per,  p.  1 80,  fpeaks  lightly  of  the  efFedts  of  white-wafning. 
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XXXV.  Atmofpheric  air  is  ncceflary  to  cx- 
iftence  in  different  ways:  it  is  immediately  requifite 

for 


Th!s  method,  however,  of  purifying  cielings,  and  walls, 
muft  be  ufeful,  at  leaft,  in  deftroying  infefts  and  their  nidus. 
But  the  procefs  of  walhing  with  a  boiling-hot  mixture  of 
lime  and  water,  while  it  cannot  fail  of  proving  more  effec- 
tual in  this  intention,  may  alfo,  probably,  tend  to  deftroy 
the  power  of  contagious  matter,  wherever  it  may  be 
lodged  in  crevices,  and  parts,  not  expofed  to  currents  of 
air.  Nor  is  it  dIfHcuk  to  conceive  that  this  efFeft  may  take 
place,  without  affuming  that  the  chemical  properties  of  con- 
tagious animal  e/Huvia  are  underftood.  For  whatever  be  the 
nature  of  the  matter  in  wliich  the  virulence  is  refident,  ad- 
mitting only  that  it  be  a  compound  (and  what  thing  is  not?) 
and  allowing  alfo  that  its  power  upon  the  body  refults 
from  the  accuracy  of  proportion,  and  ftate  of  combination, 
of  its  elementajy  parts ;  whatever  will  decompofe,  or,  in 
other  words,  alter  the  proportion,  or  deftroy  the  union  of, 
its  conftituents,  will  change  the  matter,  and,  confequently, 
the  property  which  it  pofTe/Ted.  And  that  things  of  oppofite 
chemical  qualities  may  produce  equally  powerful  effedls,  in 
this  refpea,  no  one,  it  is  prefumed,  will  doubt.  Thus  heat, 
and  cold,  adds,  and  alkalies,  may  all  be  efficient  in  deftroy' 
ing  a  contagious  property.  And,  as  we  are  entirely  in  the 
dark  as  to  the  true  nature,  and  poffible  varieties  of  virulent 
effluvia,  and  miafmata  ;  and,  as  it  is  likely  that  there  is  not 
the  leaft  analogy  between  the  effefts  of  things  upon  virus  out 
of  the  body,  and  upon  the  living  moving  fibre,  when  the 
fame  virus  has  induced  difcafe,  we  mnft  reft  entirely  upon 

experiments 
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for  refplration,  without  which  the  circulation  of 
blood  would  ceafe,  and  death  follow ;  the 
abforbing  veflels  of  the  fldn,  and  lungs,  imbibe 
from  it  what  is  required  as  a  conftitucnt  of  the 
blood;  and,  it  receives,  from  the  extremities 
of  arteries  in  the  fame  parts,  whatever  is 
proper  to  be  expelled  from  the  blood.  As  thefe 
oppofite  funftions  are  continually  going  on  to- 
gether, it  cannot  be  afcertained,  with  accuracy, 
what  is  the  nature  of  the  matter  abforbed,  or 
that  expelled.  But  one  thing  appears  to  be 
pretty  clearly  made  out,  namely,  that  the  prin- 
ciple termed  Oxygene,  or  vital  air,  is  that 
upon  which  thefe  ufes,  and  life,  mainly  de- 
pend. 


experiments  and  obfervations,  as  to  means  of  preventing  the 
cxillence  of  deleterious  effluvia,  and  as  to  what  will  alter 
their  nature,  or  counteraa  their  influence  when  produced. 
One  remark  mull  not  be  omitted,  namely,  that  the  air  of  a 
ward  becomes  fenfibly  more  agreeable  and  refrefliing  by  lime- 
wafliing.  And  the  following  obfervation  of  Dr.  Smiih  is 
worthy  of  notice,  viz.  "  Wherever  a  vapour  can  be  dil- 
"  tinguilhed  by  the  fmell,  we  have  the  demonftration  of  our 
«'  fenfes  for  what  a  length  of  time,  not  only  clothes,  but 
«  f;iraiture,  fand  even  the  boards  and  vjalh  of  houfes,  will 
«'  retain  it."  P.  46.  —  Dr.  Hope,  of  Edinburgh,  has  given 
important  evidence  in»favour  of  lime-whiting.  -  Vide  Hontjard 

•  XXXVI.  This 
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XXXVI.  This  principle  of  vital  air  readily 
unites,  under  different  laws  of  attraftion,  with 
fundry  things  in  nature  3  moft  of  which  may 
be  confidered  as  depraving  it,  relatively  to  ani- 
mal life,  in  different  modes,  and  degrees.  But 
its  union  with  the  matter  of  heat  is  neceifary  to 
life.  .  . 

XXXVII.  The  air,  then,  may  have  its  purity 
and,  confequently,  its  ufes,  affeded  in  feveral 
ways :  by  what  diminiihes  its  immediate  fitnefs 
for  refpiration  j  by  what  leffens  its  capacity  to 
receive  in  due  quantity  that  which  is  excreted 
from  the  lungs  and  fldni  by  what  deftroys,  or 
abridges,  that  which  fhould  be  received  by  the 
abforbents  of  the  lungs,  and  fldn  j  and  by  what, 
in  its  own  nature,  would  prove  noxious,  if  ab- 
forbed.  ^  In  thefe  ways  alfo  various  combinations 
of  mifchief  may  arife. 

XXXVIII.  To  the  laft  diftinflion,  animal 

effluvia  muft  be  referred.    But  infinite  are  the 

depravations  of  the  air,  under  the  heads  ftated 

graduadng,  from  the  flighteft  degree  in  each, 

"P  to  the  power  of  producing  death  inftan- 
taneoufly, 

E  XXXIX,  Infinite 


I 
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XXXIX.  Infinite  too  are  the  means  that  have 
the  property  of  counterafting  the  produdion, 
and  confequences,  of  things  that  would  render 

air  injurious.  Omniscience  is  evtry  where 

manifeft  in  the  balancing  efFeds  of  oppofite 
caufes,  by  which  animal  and  vegetable  exiftence 
is  maintained. 

XL.  Putrid  contagion  may  exprefs  the 
higheft  ftate  of  concentricity  of  virulence  in 
matter;  of  which  generic  nature,  far  fliort  in 
power  upon  the  body,  there  may  continually 
exift  a  large  proportion  of  vapour,  in  the  air  of 
places  in  which  human  beings  are  crowded. 

XLI.  If  fuch  vapour  have  a  general  hurtful 
tendency,  it  muft  be  particularly  dangerous  to 
perfons  labouring  under  difeafe,  whofe  ftrength 
is  reduced. 

XLII.  The  foregoing  obfei-vations  have  been 
direded  to  prevent,  and  remove,  the  evils 
that  How  from  this  caufe.  And  a  free  circulation 
of  air,  and  cleanlinefs,  have  been  particularly 
infifted  upon  as  neceffary  in  thefe  intentions. 


XLIII.  But 
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XLIII.  But  there  remain  to  be  noticed  thofe 
things  that  have  been  thought  to  poflefs  the 
chemical  property  of  meliorating  the  air  in 
Holpitals,  &c.  and  even  of  deftroying  conta- 
gion itfeif' 

XLIV.  Dr.  C.  Smith,  in  his  obfervations  upon 
means  of  purifying  the  air,  does  not  feem  to 
have  made  a  fufficient  diftinftion,  between  the 
efFefts  of  things  that  have  a  general  tendency  to 
obviate,  and  corred,  the  noxious  quality  of  air 
in  confined  places,  and  thofe  which  are  effica- 
cious in  deftroying  the  very  principle  of  conta- 
gion itfeif.    Now,  the  agents  that  may  be  en- 
dued with  the  latter  power,  may  be  alfo  fuccefT- 
ful  in  the  former  intention  :  while  thofe  that  are 
equal  to  the  general  corredion  of  the  air,  im- 
pregnated with  animal  effluvia,  &c.  may  be  to- 
tally inadequate  to  the  deftru6lion  of  an  aftuiil 
contagious  principle.* 

E  1  XLV.  The 


*  Might  rot  eudiometers  be  ufeful  in  determining  the 
ftate  of  the  air  in  Hofpitals;  and  the  efficiency  of  correaors 
The  method  of  afcertaining  the  prefence  of  carbonic  acid 
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XLV.  The  utility,  therefore,  of  the  acetous 
acid,  in  the  above  general  intention,  alone,  or 
compounded  with  aromatics,  camphor,  &c. 
whether  employed  in  vapour,  or  otherwife, 
ftiould  not  be  haftily  difputed.  The  fandtion  of 
ages,  and  the  general  analogy  of  nature  (for  it  is 
allowed  to  be  refrcfhing  to  the  fenfe)  are  in  its 
favour. 

XLVI.  The  vitriolic  acid,  feparated  by  defla- 
gration, from  fulphur,  deftroys  contagion}  but  it 
proves  fatal  to  life,  if  inhaled. 

XLVII.  The  experiments  made  by  Dr.  Smith 
feemingly  prove,  that  nitrous  acid,  evolved  from 
nitre  by  the  addition  of  vitriolic  acid,  is  equally 
efFeftual  in  deftroying  contagion,  and  can  be 
fafely  taken  into  the  lungs.* 


by  lime-water,  may,  perhaps,  fuggeft  means  of  demonftra- 
ting  other  combinations,  by  Cmilar  modes,  with  proper 
fluids,  and  apparatus. 

*  Mr.  Keir's  caution  againft  the  ufe  of  metallic,  and  in- 
flammable,  fubftances,  in  producing  this  acid,  fliould  be 
ftriaiy  attended  to.  -  Vide  Appendix  to  an  account  of  an 
experiment  on  board  tlie  Union,  Hofpital-fliip,  by  /.  C. 

5...,M.D..c.  xLVIILThc 
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XL VIII.  The  fame  author  is  difpofed  to  al- 
low nearly  equal  excellence  to  muriatic  acid,  de- 
compofed  from  Tea  fait,  alfo  by  the  vitriolic 
acid. 

XLIX.  The  evolution,  then,  of  concentrated 
acids,  in  a  volatile  or  aeriform  ftate,  feems  to  be 
neceflary,  for  any  material'  effeft  upon  an  ani- 
mal produd,  contained  in  atmofpheric  air. 

L.  But  the  above  ingenious  phyfician  fpeaks 
exclufively  of  the  benefits  of  the  mineral  acids, 
employed  as  mentioned  j  while,  at  the  fame  time, 
it  does  not  appear  that  the  acetous  acid  has  had 
a  trial  after  the  like  manner. 

LI.  For  the  vapour  of  vinegar,  elevated  by- 
heat,  through  lamps  or  other  contrivances, 
contains  a  confiderable  proportion  of  water ;  fo 
far  from  being  diffufed  in  the  air  in  a  concentra- 
ted ftate.  Otherwife  diftilled  vinegar  would  ex- 
prefs  the  concentrated  vegetable  acid.  This  va- 
pour may  ftill  be  ufeful  (§.XLIV.  and  XLV.) 
although  not  powerful  enough  to  deftroy  conta- 
gion. 

E  3  LII.  To 
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LII.  To  determine  the  utmoft  degree  of  po- 
tency of  the  acetous  acid,  and  whether  it  be 
equal  to  the  mineral  acids  againft  contagion,  it 
fliould  be  tried  after  the  fame  manner  in  which 
they  have  been  employed,  and  under  fimilar  cir- 
cumftances. 

LIII.  It  has  been  repeatedly  ufed  at  the  Lon- 
don-Hofpital  for  its  general  corredling  effeft. 
The  kali  acetatum  (Jal  diureticiis)  being  added 
to  the  vitriolic  acid,  the  acetous  acid  becomes 
inftantly  feparated  from  its  alkaline  bafis,  and 
prefents  itfelf,  pungent,  and  refrefliing,  in  a  de- 
gree even  beyond  the  foflil  acids. 

LIV.  Happily  no  opportunity  has  offered  of 
trying  this  acid,  thus  produced,  in  the  cafe  of 
putrid  contagion:  but  fo  far  as  can  be  fairly 
judged,  from  comparative  obfervations  with  the 
mineral  acids,  it  is  equal  to  them  in  correding 
air  highly  offenfive  from  mortified  limbs,  and 
putrid  fores. 

LV.  The  night-time,  when  doors,  and  win- 
dows, are  clofed,  and  contaminating  vapours  are 
largely  produced,  appears  to  be  a  proper  feafon 
for  employing  their  corredors.    If  the  wards  of 

an 
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an  Holpital  be  fumed  with  acetous  acid,  in  the 
manner  defcribed,  at  night,  the  whole  Hofpital 
will  fmell  flrongly  of  it  the  next  morning :  a 
clear  proof  of  its  afcendency  over  every  other 
kind  of  matter  in  the  air  of  the  place. 

LVI.  From  confidering  the  virtue  of  vine- 
gar in  mending  the  condition  of  the  air,  the 
inclination  is  natural  to  its  effects  upon  fores,  as 
they  have  been  manifefted,  for  feveral  years,  at 
the  London-Hofpital.  They  appear  remarkably 
interefting  to  the  army  and  navy. 

LVII.  The  praftice  confifts  in  the  conftant 
application  of  linen,  wet  with  a  mixture  of  one 
part  of  common  vinegar,  and  two  or  three 
parts  of  frelh  fpring- water.  (§.  LXXVIII.) 

LVIII.  Diftilled  vinegar,  diluted  with  river- 
water,  will  fervci  but  fpring- water  is  better,  and 
its  frelhnefs  adds  much  to  the  efficacy  of  die 
remedy.  No  more,  therefore,  Ihould  be  mixed 
than  is  required  for  immediate  ufe,  as  the  water 
fhould  be  inftantly  drawn  from  the  well. 

LIX.  In  the  fummer  feafonj  in  hot  cli- 
matesi  when  putrefcency  is  to  be  counteraftcd, 
locally,  or  in  the  furrounding  air ;  or,  when  a 

E  4  cuticle 
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cuticle  only  is  required  upon  an  organifed  fur- 
face  ;  this  topical  mode  of  treatment  will  defervc 
attention. 

LX.  No  perfon  of  underftanding,  however, 
would  apply  even  vinegar  and  water  to  a  fore, 
without  due  advice,  provided  it  could  be  obtained ; 
for  all  effefts  are  relative  to  circumftances,  and 
much  judgment  is,  therefore,  often  required  to 
determine  upon  the  fafety  of  the  moft  fimple 
means. 

LXI.  The  pureft  air,  with  cleanlinefs,*  and 
all  the  comforts  of  bed,  and  dweUing,  together 
with  the  help  of  medicine,  will  not  prove  fuffi- 
cient  for  reftoring  health,  or  preferving  life, 
widiout  ftridt  regard  to  articles  of  diet, 

LXII.  As  many  flagrant  errors,  concerning 
the  means  of  nourifliing  the  body,  were  conti- 
nually committed  during  the  late  period  of  appre- 
hended fcarcity  j  and,  as  it  is  a  fubjed  upon  the 


*  Mr.  Howard  has  very  properly  recorded  a  complaint  a- 
gainft  all  Hofpitals,  for  not  allowing  a  better  provifion  of 
foap,  towels,  and  other  neceffaries  for  keeping  the  body 
clean. 

'  due 
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due  confideration  of  which  the  recovery  of 
patients  of  Hofpitals  very  materially  depends, 
it  can  hardly  be  confidered  as  ftepping  out  or 
the  track  of  thefe  obfervations,  to  offer  a  fketch 
of  Nature's  economy  in  human  fupport. 

LXIII.  Abftradions,  of  various  kinds,  are  con- 
tinually making  from  the  blood,  by  the  arteries  of 
the  Ikin,  lungs,  inteftinal  canal,  and  of  every 
part:  by  which  contmuaWj-exhaufii^g  proceft,  a 
work,  as  regularly  Jupplying  what  is  neceflary  in 
the  heart,  and  blood-velTels,  becomes  required, 

LXIV.  The  body  is  fupplied  with  matter  of 
recruit  from  two  external  fources:  i.  The  air; 
by  the  agency  of  the  abforbing  veffels  of  the 
fkin,  and  lungs.  (§.  XXXV.)  2.  From  all  thofe 
things  that  are  articles  of  diet,  and  are  taken  into 
the  ftomach;  by  the  fame  agency  in  the 
ftomach,  and.  alimentary  canal. 

LXV.  The  blood  is  continually  fupplied  from 
its  internal  refources,  by  the  abforbing  veffels  of 
every  part.  So  that  the  arteries  are  conftantly 
filling  Itorehoufes  out  of  the  blood-velTels  j 
while  the  abforbents  are  regularly  drawing  Tup- 
ply  from  thefe  refervoirs,  according  to  the  kind, 
and  proportion,  immediately  wanted. 

LXVI.  As 
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LXVI.  As  there  are  only  two  external  fources 
of  fupply,  whatever  kind  of  matter  is  found  in 
any  part,  muft  have  been,  originally,  a  confti- 
tuent  of  matter  from  one  of  thofe  fources. 

LXVII.  If  then,  there  be  found  water,  earth, 
air,  oil,  gluten,  faks,  &c.  in  the  fluid,  and  foHd ' 
parts  of  the  body,  thefe  things  may  all  be  con- 
fidered  as  principles  of  nourifhment,  and  this  is 
fo  ftridlly  the  cafe,  that  if  the  veflels  of  the  body 
could  not  obtain  thefe  feveral  matters,  in  necef- 
fary  proportions,  from  the  air,  and  articles  of 
diet,  difeafe  would  follow. 

LXVIII.  But  as  the  principles  of  oil,  and 
gluten,  have,  by  much,  the  moft  confiderable 
fhare  in  the  conftitution  of  parts ;  fo  thofe  things 
that  abound  moft  with  them  are  generally  efti- 
mated  as  moft  nutritious  j  not  to  mention  water, 
and  earth,  fo  neceffary,  alfo,  in  ample  quandty. 

LXIX.  Yet,  notwithftanding  what  is  taken  into 
the  ftomach,  the  exertion  of  that  organ,  as  well  as 
of  other  parts,  is  indifpenfably  neceffary  for  draw- 
ing forth  ■  the  principles  of  nouriftimcnt,  in  pro- 
per condition,  and  quantity. 


LXX.  Many 
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LXX.  Many  things,  therefore,  may  be  pro- 
per in  diet,  not  in  themfelves  nutritious,  for  ex- 
citing, and  keeping  up,  the  funftions  of  the 
ftomach ;  and  for  the  Ihare  they  have  in  dividing, 
and  modifying,  thofe  particles  that  are  in  them- 
felves nutritious,  in  order  to  their  being  better 
fitted  for  fupply.  Thus  fait,  fpice,  and  fpirit, 
may  be  ufeful  in  the  former  intention :  and  the 
grofs,  and  earthy  matter,  contained  in  our  food, 
in  the  latter. 

LXXI.  After  all,  no  two  perfons  are  framed 
precifely  alike  j  and  every  organ  is,  in  fome 
meafure,  direded  according  to  a  gradually  ac- 
quired habit.  The  modes  of  living  of  perfons 
in  different  fituations,  the  confequence  of  long 
ufage,  cannot  therefore  be  transferred,  or 
changed,  without  pain,  and  danger. 

LXXII.  Philofophy  itfelf  cannot,  with  cer- 
tainty, determine,  a  priori,  the  efreds  of  the 
union  of  thmgs  of  oppofite  qualities,  either  in, 
or  out  of  the  body.  Experience,  upon  the 
whole,  is  the  only  fure  guide  in  thefe  matters. 

LXXIII.  Whether,  then,  want  urge,  or  fick- 
nefs  claim  our  confideraiion,  we  mufl  go  to  the 

fchool 
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fchool  of  experience  and  obfervation,  for  infor- 
mation how  to  proceed  for  the  relief  of  our  fiif- 
fering  fellow-creacures. 

LXXIV.  One  of  the  principal  articles  of  fuf- 
tenance,  and  animation,  of  the  labouring  poor, 
in  the  metropolis,  and  its  vicinity,  is  porter. 
By  this  their  vigour  is  kept  up  under  their 
various  fatigues  :  whence  the  veflels  of  the  body 
are  brought  to  expedl  the  friendly  beverage, 
v/henever  exhaufted.  It  becomes  a  comfort 
congenial  with  the  nature  and  habit  of  thefe 
valuable  fellow- creatures.  When  patients  of 
Holpitals,  they,  generally,  fooner  or  later,  ex- 
perience a  ftate  requiring  the  moft  generous 
fupport.  The  beer  fupplied  in  Hofpitals  is  not 
fufficiently  ftrong  for  recruiting  the  weakened 
powers.  It  is  even  fometimes  produ6tive  of 
evil,  inftead  of  proving  a  benefit.  If  better 
liquor  were  granted,  it  is  believed  that  medical 
endeavours  would  prove  more  fuccefsfuli  and 
coftly  cordial  medicines,  of  not  fo  great  efficacy, 
be  lefs  often  necefTary. 

LXXV.  The  excellence  of  porter,  particular- 
ly from  the  bottle,  mufl  be  allowed  by  all  who 
have  attended  to  its  effedts,  under  many  of  the 
moil  dangerous,  and  diftreffing,  circumftances. 

But 
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But  there  are  difeafes,  and  ftates,  in  which  wine 
is  eflentially  neceffary  to  life.  To  the  honour  of 
Government  it  is  amply  fupplied  to  our  brave 
foldiers,  and  failors,  who  ftand  in  need  of  its 
virtue.  As  a  medicine  of  the  moft  important 
kind,  its  goodnefs  is  a  point  of  ferious  con- 
fideration  j  for,  if  it  be  bad,  it  may  prove 
a  bane  inftead  of  a  faving  cordial.*  Ardent 

Ipirit, 


*  The  genuinenefs  of  wines ;  the  procefs  of  fining  them, 
and  the  means  of  edulcofating  them,  and  otherwife  corredl- 
ing  their  defefls,  fhould  be  fubjedls  of  continual  fcrupulous 
inquiry.  Arfenic,  that  has  certainly  been  employed  for 
white  wines,  in  the  former  intention,  and  lead,  in  the  lat- 
ter, are  things  whofe  properties  are  too  generally  known  to 
need  explanation.  The  meafure,  alfo,  of  wine,  retailed  by 
the  bottle,  demands  the  attention  of  the  legiflature,  and 
the  magiftrate.  A  gentleman  took  pity  upon  a  miferable 
femily,  in  which  was  one  finking  in  a  nervous  fever.  He 
indifcreetly  ordered,  from  a  retailer  of  wine  and  other 
liquors,  a  dozen  of  red  port.  He  was  prefent  when  it  was 
received  —  tivelve  bottles,  containing  each  barely  a  pint  and 
«  half  ( n»ine- meafure)  of  the  mofi  abominable  fuff! 

Among  the  focieties,  efiabliflied  for  various  excellent  pur- 
pofes,  there  is  not  one  for  improving  the  focial  condition  of 
men,  by  offering  to  the  confideration  of  the  legiflature,  to 
maglflrates,  and  the  public  at  large,  the  means  that  obferva- 
tion  and  experience  have  pointed  out,  as  beft  calculated  to 

prevent. 
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fpirit,  in  whatever  manner  diluted,  however 
upon  a  few  occafions  inftantaneoufly  beneficial, 
can  feldom,  it  is  conceived,  be  fafe  in  adminiftra- 
tion,  or  fupply  the  place  of  wine,  effeaually.  The 
greateft  care,  however,  is  neceffary  to  prevent 
abufe  in  the  ufe  of  wine :  otherwife  the  patients, 
for  whofe  fervice  it  is  intended,  may  be  robbed  of 
their  allowance,  by  thofe,  in  whofe  cafes  it  might 
prove  injurious  i  and  by  nurfes,  and  watchers, 
who  are,  in  general,  too  fond  of  ftrong  liquors. 

LXXVI.  The  milk  ferved  in  Hofpitals  is  often 
adulterated.  When  the  importance  of  this  ar- 
ticle, in  diet,  and  application,*  is  confidered, 

one 


prevent,  and  be  fafeguards  againft,  fraud,  and  violence; 
and  to  promote  order,  and  happinefs.  The  fentiments  of  a 
body  of  men,  of  whofe  virtue,  knowledge,  and  true  pa- 
triotifm,  there  could  not  be  entertained  a  doubt,  would, 
probably,  have  more  weight  with  the  world,  than  the 
opinion  of  any  individual. 

*  Various  farinaceoui  fubftances  have  been  employed,  as 
agreeable  mediums  of  moifture,  and  warmth,  in  the  form 
of  poultice.  Linfeed-meal  appears  to  anfwer,  generally,  for 
Hofpital-praftice,  better  than  any  other  thing.  Pollard, 
in  the^  manner  lately  recommended,  potatoe,  &c.  have  been 
tried,  without  experiencing  from  them  what  has  been  expcd- 

ed. 
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one  cannot  but  be  furprlled,  that  cows  are  not 
kept  by  thofe  charities  chat  poffefs  neighbouring 
pafture-land.  Where  this  cannot  be  done,  a 
confidential  perfon  fliould  fbmetimes  fee  the  milk 
taken  from  the  animal,  and  brought  diredlly  to 
t'he  Hofpital.  This  praftice,  now  and  then  re- 
peated, would  enable  every  one  to  judge  of  the 
purity  of  the  milk,  in  a  ftriking  manner;  and 
purveyors  would,  thence,  become  afraid  of  de- 
teftion  in  any  impofidon. 

LXXVII.  Frefli  vegetable  juices,  from  their 
known  effed  in  fcurvy,  muft  furely  be  proper 
in  diet,  in  many  of  thofe  cafes  of  tendency  to 
putrefaftion  which  fymptoms  fo  frequently  indi- 
cate. Should  not  recent  vegetables,  therefore, 
conftantly  form  a  part  of  one  of  the  heads  of 
an  Hofpital-regimen  ?  Should  there  not  alfo  be, 
in  the  table  of  diet,  one  diftindlion  confifting  al- 
together of  vegetables  ?  Are  frefli  lemons,  and 


ed.  There  are  ftates  of  parts  in  which  the  old  and  good 
cataplafm,  of  bread  and  milk,  proves  more  Toothing  and  ufe- 
ful  than  any  other  application  whatever. 


articles 
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articles  of  that  defcription,  fopplled  in  due 
abundance  ?  * 

LXXVIII.  The  antifeptic  virtue  of  fpring- 
water  is  very  great.  It  fliould  be  at  hand  in 
every  part  of  an  Hofpital.  To  this  end  there 
Ihould  be  pumps  in  convenient  -places,  by  which 
water  might  be  raifed  from  wells  into  refer- 
voirs,  whence  it  might  be  drawn,  by  a  pump 
into  every  ward.  Thus  patients  might  at  all 
times  have  the  benefit  of  a  refrelhing  draught  of 
pure  water,  inftead  of  what  has  been  forced  into 
vats,  with  every  kind  of  impurity,  and,  by 
long  {landing,  has  become  putrefcent,  and  un- 
wholefome.  All  the  drinks  of  patients  fhould 
be  prepared  with  fpring-water.  The  dref- 
fings,  &c.  removed  from  fores,  bliftered  fur- 
faces,  &c.  Ihould  inftantly  be  immerfed  in 
ipring-water,  and  taken  away.  It  fhould  be 
ufed  alfo  for  cleanfmg  fore  places,  as  endued 
with  a  property  admirably  fuited  to  that  pur- 
pofe.  (§.  LVII.)    The  laft  rinfing  of  linen,  &c. 


*  Mr,  Howard  complained  that  vegetables  formed  no  part 
of  Hofpital-diet.  If  he  were  living  he  would  renew  the  com- 
plaint. The  fame  good  man  thought  the  allowance  to  Jews, 
in  lieu  of  meat,  was  too  little :  it  has  been  augmented  at 
the  London-Hofpital  to  4d.  per  diem. 

in 
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in  the  laundry,  fhould  be  with  fpring- water  r 
the  articles  will  thence  be  much  fweeter  when 
dry.     In  the  fore-court,   or  fome  acceffible 
open  part  of  every  Hofpital,  there  ihould  be 
a  pump,  with  an  iron  ladle  ^  together  with 
a    ftone   ciftern,    and   conveyance  aperture, 
with  an  adapted  chained  metal  ftopper.  Out- 
patients might,  by  thefe  means,  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  allaying  their  thirft,   and  moiftening 
their  feverilh  lips ;  and,  alfo,  of  cleanfing  their 
gallipots,  and  bottles,  ready  for  the  reception  of 
their  medicines,* 

LXXIX.  Economy  confifts  in  the  employ- 
ment of  fuch  things  only  as  are  necefiary ;  and 
the  prevention  of  wafte  in  the  ufe  of  them. 


*  Springs  are  every  where  to  be  found  in  London.  The 
water  they  afford  is  excellent.  When  the  ufe  of  water  in 
quenching  fire  is  confidered;  when  the  peculiar  property  of 
fpring-water  for  various  purpofes  of  life  is  refleded  upon  ; 
when  the  benefits  that  would  arife  from  watering  the  ftreets, 
occafionally,  with  ftreams  from  the  well,  and  laying  duft 
when  troublefome,  are  duly  weighed ;  one  cannot  but  "be 
furprifed  that  there  is  not  a  pump  in  every  Hreet  in  the 
metropolis. 


LXXX.  In 
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LXXX.  In  the  moment  of  fcarclty,  men  feek 
for  contrivances  how  to  fubfift.  But  the  good 
things  of  Providence  fhould  at  no  time  be 
wafted.  The  bones  of  animals  contain  much 
matter  affording  nourifhmentj  particularly  a 
large  portion  of  the  pureft  butyraceous  kind 
of  fubftance,  independently  of  the  marrow 
itfelf.  Some  bones  of  boiled  beef,  without 
the  m.arrow,  were  cut  into  pieces,  for  the 
readier  extrication  of  the  fat  and  gluten,  and 
then  boiled  in  water.  There  fwam  upon  the 
furface,  when  cold,  a  cake  of  fat,  of  confide- 
rable  thicknefs,  nearly  inodorous,  and  tafte- 
lefs.  This  would  prove  an  admirable  fubfti- 
tute  for  butter,  in  puddings,  &c.  The  liquor 
poffeffed  no  inconfiderable  quandty  of  gluten, 
and  required  only  fome  fait,  fpicc,  and  fari- 
naceous fubftance,  as  oatmeal,  or  peafe,  with, 
or  without,  the  addition  of  frefh  vegetable  mat- 
ter, as  onion,  &c.  to  make  an  excellent  broth. 
Perfons  who  colkft,  and  prepare,  bones,  for 
extrafting  volatile  alkali  from  them,  break  them 
into  pieces  upon  a  block  with  a  hatchet.  But  it  is 
conceived  that  an  implement  might  be  contrived 
much  better  calculated  for  that  purpofe  in  the 
kitchen. 


LXXXI.  The 


(    ^7  ) 


LXXXI.  The  internal  economy  of  an  Hof- 
pital  demands  the  unremitted  attention  of  apo- 
thecary, fteward,   matron,   &c.     Their  moft 
watchful  eye  is  neceffary  to  keep  thofe  to  their 
duty,  for  whofe  conduft  they  are,  morally,  re- 
fponfible.     The  fuccefs  of  the  defign  of  the 
charity,  with  order  and  regularity,  depends,  im- 
mediatelji  upon  the  zeal,  and  fidelity,  of  thefe 
officers.* 

LXXXII.  Nothing  more  ftrongly  imprefles 
an  idea  of  negligence  than  the  want  of  neatnefs, 
and  propriety,   in  the  grounds,  offices,  &c. 
about  an  Hofpital.    No  weed,  dirt,  or  rubbiffi, 
ffiould  ever  be  feen  :  but  every  thing  on  the 
outfide  Ihould  exprefs  what  the  benevolent  in- 
quirer expefts  to  find  within.    Herbs,  and  roots, 
for  the  patients,  or  family,  or  for  the  ufe  of  the 
Difpenfary,  ffiould  be  cukivated  in  every  bit  of 
ground  not  devoted  to  the  purpofes  of  airina. 


*  A  friend  who  vifited  the  Hofpital  at  ^i-qMs  a  few  years 
ago,  obferves,  that  the  neat  and  decorous  manner  of  ferving 
provifions  to  the  patients,  and  the  order  and  precifion  with 
which  the  medicines  were  direfted  to  them,  in  the  Hofpital 
of  that  place,  were  worthy  the  attention  of  thofe  perfons  who 
diredl  the  interior  management  of  Hofpitals  in  London. 

F  1  and 
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and  exercife.  And  die  plats  allotted  to  thefc 
latter  ufes  fhould  be  kept  in  grafs,  duly  mowed, 
and  in  good  condition. 

LXXXIII.  Mr.  Howard  juftly  remarked, 
that  the  accommodations  for  warm,  and  cold, 
bathing,  in  Hofpitals,  were,  in  general,  bad. 
Unneceffary  expenfe,  however,  in  thefe  and 
all  other  matters,  fhould  be  avoided.  It  ope- 
rates againft  a  prompt  adopdon  of  improve- 
ment:  and  fimplicity  ftiould  charaderife  every 
thing.  The  tin- flipper,  fo  called  from  its 
fio-ure,  now  commonly  ufed  for  the  femicu- 
pkim,  might,  it  is  imagined,  by  very  Ample 
additions,  be  made  to  anfwer,  alfo,  for  a  va- 
pour-bath, and  for  fumigation.  The  baths  for 
men,  and  women,  fliould  be  diftant  from  each 
other. 

LXXXIV.  The  danger,  and  alarm,  that 
would  arife  from  fire,  happening  in  any  part  of 
an  Hofpital,  fhould  be  guarded  againft.  Every 
Hofpital  fhould  be  provided  with  an  engine,  of 
a  portable  flze  j  and  a  fufHcient  number  of 
buckets.  It  mufl  be  fuppofed  that  there  is  al- 
ways a  provifion  of  water  in  fuch  a  place  equal 
to  an  immediate  call. 

LXXXV.  The 


\ 
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LXXXV.  The  furgery-beadle,  and  every 
nurfe,  in  an  HofpitaJ,  fhould  be  taught  the 
life  of  the  tourniquet.  It  cannot  be  necef- 
fary  to  add  a  word  in  fupport  of  this  recom- 
mendation. 

LXXXVI.  The  general  reluctance  to  exer- 
tion, particularly  to  work  not  correfponding  with 
notions  of  duty,  prevents  much  good  to  the 
world.  If  the  beadles,  nurfes,  &c.  in  an  Hof- 
pital,  were  to  teach  the  ufc  of  the  tourniquet 
to  the  patients,  it  could  not  fail  6f  being  the 
means  of  faving  life,  at  fome  time,  and  perhaps 
in  an  inftance  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  the 
country,  and  even  to  mankjnd  in  general. 

LXXXVII.  There  appears  to  be  nearly  a  total 
negled  in  Hofpitals  as  to  the  employment  of  the 
patients,  in  ways  fuitable  to  their  various  cir- 
cumftances.  Some  kind  .of  work  would  often 
prove  falutary  in  the  view  of  their  recovery,  and 
the  perfeft  re.eftablifliment  of  their  health,  as 
well  as  ufeful  in  its  efFefts  upon  their  habits.  Be- 
Xide  the  affiftance  they  might  frequently  render  in 
the  houfe,  and  grounds,  it  is  imagined  they 
might  be  otherwife  beneficially  employed.  The 
art  of  making  lint,  for  inftance,  might  prove 

F  3  ufefiil 
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ufeful  to  themfelves,  and  others,  upon  many 
occafions,  after  they  have  left  the  Hofpital. 
Many  of  the  men  may  become  foldiers,  or 
failors,  and  might  thence  be  enabled  to  affift  their 
comrades  when  hurt  in  battle  j  and  the  women, 
thus  qualified,  might  contribute  to  the  relief  of 
their  fuffering  neighbours,  and  the  fupport  of 
their  own  families. 

LXXXVIII.  The  fcene  of  parting  life  fliould 
be  veiled,  as  much  as  poffible,  from  patients  in 
the  wards  of  an  Hofpital:  and  every  funeral- 
preparation  fliould  be  kept  out  of  fight.  The 
deprefllon  that  fuch  objefts  might  occafion  muft 
at  all  times  be  dangerous  to  perfons  languifli- 
ing  in  difeafe  i  and  there  are  inftances  of  a  deadly 
damp  to  the  fpirits  from  fuch  caufes. 

LXXXIX.  The  death  of  every  patient  in  an 
Hofpital  ftiould  be  announced,  with  folemnity, 
at  the  weekly  board :  and  inquiries  ftiould  be 
made,  concerning  the  difeafe,  or  hurt,  that  oc- 
cafioned  the  event.*    Whether  due  attendance 

had 


*  Thus  would  the  fpirit,  and  wife  provlfion,  of  the  law 
be  maintained.  The  office  oi  fearcher  in  parifces  ought  to 
be  executed  with  more  attention.    A  Divine,  who  is  an 

ornament 
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had  been  given  in  the  cafe  ?  Whether  any  con- 
fultation  had  been  held  upon  it  ?  Whether  the 
body  had  been  examined,  or  opened  j  and,  if  fo, 
whether  any  thing  fatisfadlory,  or  otherwife,  had 
appeared  upon  the  infpe6lion  ?  and,  whether  the 


ornament  to  his  profeffion,  upon  feeing  this  note,  made  the 
following  interefting  remarks.  ~  "  Many  curious  reafonings 
"  have  been  erefted  on  the  reports  of  parochial  fearchers  ; 
"  from  which  reports  the  lift  of  difeafes,  detailed  in  the 
"  bills  of  mortality,  is  compiled.    The  fearchers  are  for 

ever  miftaking  fymptoms  for  difeafes ;  and  the  appear- 
"  ances  in  the  laft  ftage  of  a  m.alady,  for  the  diforder  itfelf. 
"  If  mortification  or  convulfions  terminate  any  one's  life, 
"  little  regard  is  paid  as  to  the  difeafe  which  produced 

either  ;  but  the  party  is  generally  reported  to  have  died  of 
"  mortification  or  convulfions,  fimply  ;  as  if  there  had  been 
*'  no  previous  difeafe.  Whatever  wound,  &c.  may  occafion 
"  a  mortal  fever  of  any  kind,  inflammatory,  putrid,  or 
"  nervous ;  —  the  generic  word  fe-ver  ftands  for  every  thing 
"  in  the  fearchers'  report.  The  term  decline,  in  the  fearchers' 
"  vocabulary,  ferves  to  reprefent  all  thofe  difeafes  which 
"  fuperinduce  death  by  a  gradual  decay.  Till  I  put  our 
"  fearchers  upon  making  diftinftions,  all  manner  of  perfons 
"  who  died  70  years  old  and  upwards,  were  reported  to 
"  have  died  of  old  age,  I  fmile  when  I  read  fine  arguments 
"  founded  on  the  fearchers'  reports ;  than  which  nothing  is 
"  more  fallacious."  —  Should  not  the  legiflature  require  of 
phyficians,  or  furgeons,  who  are  confulted  in  cafes,  to  fign 
the  reports  of  difeafes  and  deaths  ?  Reports  thus  authenti- 
cated might  prove  highly  ufeful  to  medical  fcience. 

F  4  phyfician. 
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phyfician,  or  furgeon,  imputed  blame  to  any- 
one upon  the  occafion  ? 

XC.  It  is  againft  the  folid  happinefs  of  man- 
kind to  encourage  error  and  prejudice.  No  op- 
portunity fhould  be  loft  of  making  inquiries  into 
the  feats  and  nature  of  difeafes :  but  every  thing 
fhould  be  done  to  facilitate  the  performance  of  a 
duty,  upon  which  the  advancement  of  the  heal- 
ing-art gready  depends.* 

XCI.  Surely 


*  As  prejudice  againft  pathological  inquiries  becomes  lefs, 
any  fuppofed  horror,  and  apprehenlion,  concerning  fuch 
purfuits,  will,  confcquently,  proportionally  diminifh.  How 
is  this  to  be  reconciled  to  the  praftice  of  expofing  the  bodies 
of  murderers,  differed  ?  May  not  doubts  be  reafonably 
entertained  of  the  effefts  of  this  remain  of  barbarifm,  this 
violation  of  decorum  in  a  civilized  country  ?  Does  the 
praftice  tend  to  infufe  humanity  into  the  bofom,  or  to  induce 
obedience  to  the  laws  ?  The  crime  of  murder  is  the  confe- 
quence  of  an  ungoverned  paflion,  or  of  ripened  general  de- 
pravity. In  either  cafe,  if  the  dread  of  death,  with  ig- 
nominy, will  not  prevent  the  horrid  deed,  is  the  imagination 
of  the  furgeon's  knife,  after  death,  likely  to  prove  fuccefT- 
ful?  Is  not  the  force  of  the  pure  diftates  of  religion, 
and  morality,  weakened  by  appeals  upon  fallacious 
ground  of  fear  ?  The  praftice  tends  to  difcourage  invefti- 
gations  of  the  moft  interefling  nature,  by  derogating  from 
the  refpedl  due  to  one  of  the  moft  important  branches  of 

natural 
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XCI.  Surely  the  benevolent  Mr.  Howard  was 
miftaken  in  one  opinion.*  To  have  fixed  days 
for  vifitants  to  padents  of  Hofpitals  might  indeed 
tend  to  order.  But  had  that  phllanthropift 
thought  upon  this  fubjed,  with  his  accuftomed 
tendernefs  to  the  circumfVances  of  people  in  fick- 
nefs,  and  diftrefs,  he,  probably,  would  never 
have  propofed  abfolute  refufal  of  admittance,  at 
any  time,  to  thofe  whom  duty,  affeaion,  or 
friendfhip,  might  lead  to  the  gates  of  an  Hof- 
pital.  Shall  a  parent  be  denied  the  fatisfaflion 
of  feeing  a  child,  more  dear  on  account  of  its 
misfortune:  and  fhall  not  the  child  receive 
parental  comfort  ?  Shall  a  fon,  or  daughter,  be 
driven  cheerlefs  from  the  door,  uncertain  of  the 
ftate  of  a  loved  father,  or  mother  ?  Shall  not  the 


natural  knowledge.  Let  the  expofition  of  the  bodies  of 
murderers  be  continued,  with  all  polTible  regard  to  decency, 
without  dijjimot!;  and  let  the  ceremony  be  awfully  impref- 
five.  Suppofe  the.  cord  were  ftiU  to  be  about  the  neck; 
upon  the  breaft,  a  label,  denoting  the  crime ;  and,  that  a 
perfon  were  frequeutly  to  exhort  fpeftators,  aloud  — take 
-warning  from  the  dreadful  example  before  them;  to  obey  th, 
commands  of  God  ;  and  to  reverence  the  la'ws  ! 

*  Yid&  Ho--ward,  on  Lazarretos,  p,8i. 
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critical  changes  of  difeafe  be  confidered,  and  die 
wiflij  or  will,  ofperfons,  dangeroufly  ill,  be  allowed 
to  be  expreffed,  while  the  mind  is  equal  to  the  talk  ? 
Shall  not  patients  have  permiiTion  to  communi- 
cate with  thofe  who  may  be  difpofed  to  allay  the 
anguifti  of  their  hearts,  by  foftening  the  diftrefles 
of  their  wretched  families  ?  Shall  not  even  the 
lafl:  farewel  be  granted?  In  every  Hofpital  a 
difcreet,  refident,  officer  fhould  fuperintend  vi- 
fitations.  This  matter  fhould  not  be  left  to  the 
conduct  of  perfons  who  are,  perhaps,  unfeeling, 
ignorant,  and  mercenary.  The  ordinary  rules  of 
Hofpitals  refpeding  vifitants,  if  obferved,  ftill 
allowing  dijcretionary  power  to  a  proper  officer, 
yt'iW  always  be  fufficient  for  preferving  peace,  re- 
gularity, and  order. 

XCII.  The  conduft  of  the  managers  of  Hof- 
pitals, &c.  refpefting  ftrong  liquors,  was  one 
of  the  principal  fubjedls  of  concern  to  M.''.  How- 
ard. It  is  with  deep"  regret  that  it  rmift  be  ac- 
knowledged, the  evils  complained  of,  on  this 
head,  are  not  fully,  and  gtiTcrally,  correfted. 
No  patient  fliould  be  permitted  to  take  any  kind 
of  fpirit,  or  fermented  liquor,  not  allowed  by 
the  phyfician,  or  furgeon.  No  nurfe,  &c. 
fhould  be  fuflfered  to  go  into  any  public-houfe  j 
as  the  porter,  granted  them  with  their  meals, 

ffiould 
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fliould  be  brought  at  ftated  times.  No  publican, 
or  fervant  of  any  publican,  fliould  pre  fume  to 
go  into  any  ward,  or  even  beyond  the  obfervation 
of  the  door-porter.  No  vifitor  to  any  patient 
fliould  have  the  privilege  of  treating  with  liquor 
any  patient,  nurfe,  &c.  on  any  account  what- 
ever. A  door-porter  fliould  fee  to  thefe  regu- 
lations, with  rigid  exa£lnefs :  and  any  unfaithful- 
nefs  on  his  part,  or  difregard  to  the  rules  by  any 
one,  fliould  be  certainly  followed  by  exemplary 
correftion. 

XCIII.  Many  are  the  interefting  relations, 
and  points  of  view,  in  which  intelligent  and 
good  men  will  regard  ftudents  of  Hofpirals. 
Who  can  be  unconcerned  about  the  individual 
fuccefs  and  happinefs  of  fo  confiderabie  a 
number  of  young  men  j  or  infenflble  of  the 
folicitude,  and  anxious  hopes,  of  their  parents, 
and  friends  ?  When  the  health,  and  lives,  of 
the  patients  of  Hofpitals ;  of  the  brave  defen- 
ders of  their  country,  in  the  army,  and  navy; 
of  every  one  in  the  community  i  are  confidered 
,as  dependent  upon  the  proper  employment  of 
the  hours  of  thefe  pupils  in  the  healing-fcience; 
nothing,  it  will  appear,  ought  to  be  omitted  that 
can  properly  engage  their  attention,  and  further 
their  improvement.    Nor  ought  the  moral  habits 

of 
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of  thofe,  who  are  to  hold  fuch  important  fitua- 
tions  in  life,  to  be  regarded  with  indiffe- 
rence. 

XCIV.  It  is  conceived,  that  in  every  Hofpi- 
tal  there  fhould  be  a  library  for  the  ufe  of  the 
ftudents,  &c.  under  regulations  adapted  to  the 
ends  propofed.  This  might  be  raifed,  and 
fupported,  by  contributions  from  the  medical 
officers,  and  the  pupils  j  and  by  the  means  of 
prefents.  It  fhould  confift  of  the  moll  ufefiil 
works  in  all  the  branches  of  medicine;  and  be 
kept  in  a  room  to  be  allowed  by  the  charity.* 

XCV.  Let 


*  Extraft  from  *'  Rules  refpecting  pupils  of  the  London- 
"  Hofpital." 

"  The  pupils  are  required  to  pay  the  ftrifleft  regard  to 
"  all  the  laws,  and  orders,  of  the  Hofpital ;  of  which  each 

has  a  copy  delivered  to  him  on  his  admiffion.  They  are 
"  earneftly  defired  to  be  careful  that  none  of  the  medicines, 

or  applications,  of  the  Hofpital,  be  wafted,  or  mifap- 
"  plied.  They  are  to  begin  to  drefs  the  patients  at  eleven 
"  in  the  forenoon,  daily  ;  excepting  thofe  under  the  care  of 
"  the  furgeon,  whofe  day  it  is  to  vifit  the  Hofpital,  and  fuch 
"  are  to  remain  until  the  furgeon  has  diredted  for  tliem. 
«'  They  are  particularly  required  to  drefs,  and  difmifs,  the 
"  out-patients,  as  foon  as  pofiible.     In  their  refpeftive 
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XCV.  Let  it  be  fuggefted  to  the  phyficianSi 
lurgeons,  of  the  Holpitals  in  London,  as  a 
Hep  that  might  extend  their  fphere  of  ufeful- 
nefs,  to  hold  a  general  meeting,  at  leaft  once 
a  year,  for  the  purpofe  of  difcufling  fubjeds 
under  the  following  heads,  viz.  inventions  j 
improvements ;  difcoveries  ;  obfervations  upon 


"  weeks  of  refidence,  as  houfe-pupils,  they  are  to  take 
"  down  the  name,  cafe,  and  date  of  admiffion,  of  every 
"  one  received,  either  as  an  in,  or  out,  patient :  and  are  to 
"  continue  to  drefs  the  patients,  they  have,  refpefiively,  fo 
"  admitted.  The  pupils  refident  in  the  Hofpital  are  to  con- 
"  fine  themfelves  ftridlly  to  what  is  required  in  their  fitua- 
"  tion ;  and,  on  no  account  whatever,  are  both  to  be  abfent 
"  at  the  fame  time ;  they  arc  always  to  have  in  readinefs 
"  tourniquets,  needles,  ligatures,  and  other  neceliranes,  for 
«  reftraining  hiEmorrhage,  and  fplints,  &c.  for  immediate 
"  affiftance  in  fradures.  The  furgeons  cannot  fign  a  certifi- 
"  cate  for  any  one  who  has  not  regularly,  and  faithfully, 

"  attended  the  duties  of  the  Hofpital."  Jn  the  year 

1792,  an  anniverfary-meeting  of  the  gentlemen  educated  at 
the  London-Hofpital  was  eftablilhed.  It  is  intended  to  cul- 
tivate a  knowledge  of  the  benefits,  and  to  advance  the  inte- 
i-eft,  of  that  charity  ;  and  to  promote  good-will,  honour,  and 
retlitude,  among  pradlitioners  in  the  different  branches  of 
medicine. 


epidemics  j 
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epidemics ;  cafes  of  cancer  ■*  bite  of  mad 
dog,  or,  its  confequence,  hydrophobia ;  te- 
tanus ;  aneurifm  j  dangerous,  and  fatal,  effu- 
lions  of  blood,  from  rupture,  or  wound,  of 
veffeljf  and  extraordinary  occurrences  of  every 
kind  J  what  methods  were  followed  in  the  cafes ; 
and  what  would  be  proper  upon  fimilar  occafions, 
in  future ;  in  the  view  of  relief  in  difeafes  that 
have  baffled  art,  and  of  more  fafe,  or  certain, 
remedies  in  others. 

XCVI.  Ignorant,  and  mifinformed,  perfons, 
ihould  be  fet  right  concerning  confultations.  On 
many  occafions  of  chirurgical  operations  in  Hof- 
pitals,  formal  confultations  cannot  poffibly  be 
held,  confidently  with  regard  to  life,  to  which 
every  confideration  muft  bend.     In  cafes  of 


*  The  inefficacy  of  the  external  application  of  carbonic 
acid,  and  of  vital  air,  in  cancer,  has  appeared  clearly  in  feve- 
ral  inftances. 

f  The  experiments  in  transfufion,  performed  by  the  able 
and  ingenious  Profeflbr  Harwood,  of  Cambridge,  encourage 
a  hope,  that,  at  fome  time,  it  may  be  proved,  that  the  ex- 
haufted  heart,  and  vefTels,  of  the  human  fubjeft,  may  be 
efFeftually  replenifhed,  and  re-a£luated,  by  blood  from  ani- 
mals. 

hernlse. 
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hernise,*  an  operation  is  either  immediately  re- 
quired, or  the  critical  moment  muft  be  feized, 
when  it  ought  to  be  performed.  Cafes  of 
fraftured  fcuUs;  of  compound  fradures,  de- 
manding amputation ;  of  fudden  wound,  or  rup- 
ture, of  arteries;  admit  of  no  delay.  Let  it 
not,  then,  be  fuppofed,  by  any  one,  that  there 
is  not  the  greateft  care  of  limb,  as  well  as  of  life, 
in  the  condud  of  furgeons  to  Hofpitals.  —  But 
confultations  Ihould  be  held  on  all  cafes  of  danger^ 
in  which  time  will  admit  of  the  meafure.  In 
this  confifts  one  of  the  eflential  advantages  of  an 
Holpital-eftablilhment. 

XCVII.  When  the  number  of  Hofpitals  in 
this  town,  and  the  fum  of  patients  received 
by  them,  in  the  courfe  of  a  year,  are  con- 
fidered,  they  muft  be  regarded  ferioufly  as 


*  There  have  occurred  many  inftances  of  tJiIs  defcriptlon 
of  cafe,  through  injury  from  the  Aortnefs  of  pofts  in  the 
flreets,  and  the  negleft  of  painting  them  white.  The 
framers  of  municipal  regulations  fhould,  in  their  humanity, 
attend  to  this  remark.  A  reprefentation  of  this  evil  was 
feveral  years  fince  made  to  the  Commiflioners  of  Pavements 
at  Guildhall. 
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cbjeas  of  civil  polity  *  The  patients  of  Hof- 
pitals  are,  moftly,  extremely  ignorant,  as  well  as 
poor  J  and,  therefore,  very  liable  to  be  led  aftray 
to  the  hurt  of  fociety.  Ought  not  their  particular 
fituations  then  to  be  frequently  inquired  into  j  and 
admonition,  and  counfel,  to  be  adminiftered  ac- 
cordingly ?  By  what  expedient  could  fo  great  a 
number  of  the  lower  order  of  people  be  brought 
together,  to  learn  what  they  owe  to  God,  and 
their  neighbour  ?  Shall  the  opportunity  through 
ficknefs,  at  all  times  favourable  to  fober  im- 
preflions,  of  mending  fo  confiderable  a  propor- 
tion of  the  community,  and  conducing  to  the 
general  peace,  and  fecurity,  be  loft  ?  Are  zeal, 
and  induftry,  tokens  of  truth,  and  fincerity  ? 
Have  men  reafon  to  complain  of  diforder,  and 
the  danger,  of  perfon,  or  property,  while  the 
means  of  preventing  depravity,  and  crimes,  are 
neglected  ?  The  reading  of  prayers,  and  preach- 


«  About  1600  perfons  are  conflantly  in  the  feven  Hofpitals 
of  the  metropolis,  wz.  St.  Bartholomew's,  St.  Thomas's, 
Guy's,  the  London,  the  Weftminller,  St.  George's,  and 
the  Middlefex.  Allowing  the  average-time  of  refidence  of 
each  patient  to  be  one  month,  the  number  admitted  into  the 
different  Hofpitals,  communibus  anttis,  will  come  out  about 
20,000  ;  which  tallies  nearly  with  the  reports  of  Uiofe  bodies. 
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ing,  to  3  congregation  of  not  more  than  a  fixth 
part  of  the  inhabitants  of  an  Hofpital,  and  that 
but  feldom,  ought  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  onJy 
of  the  offices  in  a  fyftem  of  comfort  and 
improvement.     Governors,   v^ho  are  divines, 
fhould  attend  to  thefe  matters,  fo  much  their 
duty  to  confider.     Sagacious  and  juft  men 
§  would  efleem  Hofpitals  as  ufeful  national  efta- 
blifliments,  if  perfons  were  congregated  in  them, 
for  the  fole  purpofe  of  receiving  inflrudion 
how  to  demean  themfelves  as  good  members  of 
fociety.* 

XCVIII.  In  confidering  the  management  of 
Hofpitals,  one  is  forcibly  ftruck  with  the  im- 
portance of  attending  ftriftly  to  the  charader^  of 
thofe  perfons  who  conftitute  the  Committee,  or 

*  An  admirable  writer,  in  a  work  of  the  greateft  utility, 
after  a  difplay  of  the  numerous  charitable  eftablifliments, 
thus  expreffes  himfelf :  »  Refleding  on  thefe  various  laudable 
inftitutions,  unparalleled  in  point  of  extent  as  well  as 
munificence,  the  mind  is  loft  in  aftonilhment  and  wonder, 

«  t^'lr-TJ"^  "^^"^^^^  h^^-  -"fen 

to  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  not  only  in  im- 

proving  their  morals,  but  in  Ihielding  the  loweft  orders 

«  nlr      l-f-  ^""^  vvretched- 
nefs,  which  IS  no  where  exhibited  ia  fo  great  a  degree 

-^as  in  London."    Vide  a  Treatife  on  the  Police  of  t  e 
Metropohs,  by  P.  c^.W,  Efq.  &c.  p.  4.,. 

^  Board, 
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fioard,  that  directs  all  the  proceedings.  It  fhould 
confift  of  men  who  are  difpofed  to  be  aftively 
ferviceable;  who  have  fpirit,  and  difcernment, 
to  embrace  propofitions  for  corre6ling  abufes 
and  defeftsi  who  are  fuperior  to  motives 
of  intereft,  or  the  gratification  of  any  mean 
paflion ;  who,  in  fhort,  have  no  objeft  at 
heart  but  the  fuccefs,  and  faithful  adminiftra- 
tion,  of  the  charity.  Nothing  can  more  ftrongly 
exprefs  folly,  and  illiberality,  or  indeed  more 
plainly  indicate  fome  kind  of  interefted  bias,  than 
a  diflike  to  medical  men  in  the  counfels  of  thefe 
bodies.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  credit, 
and  intereft,  of  phyficians,  and  furgeons,  are  in- 
volved in  all  the  proceedings  of  an  Hofpital  j 
that  its  profperity  is  their  elevation,  its  depreffion 
their  lofs,  and  regret :  it  may  be  added,  that  the 
medical  officers  are  the  proper  ullimate  judges  of 
things  in  an  Hofpital ;  and,  therefore,  may  be 
allowed  to  have  fome  judgement  of  their  primary 
fitnefs, 

1 

XCIX.  Women  are  better  judges  than  men 
upon  many  occafions  in  the  concerns  of  an  Hof- 
pital j  particularly  in  what  relates  to  the  womens 
wards,  the  kitchen,  and  laundry,  to  beds, 
linen,  &c.    Governeffes  fliould,  therefore,  be 

invited. 
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invited,  either  by  nomination  as  a  fupplementary 
committee,  or  otherwife,  to  oblige  the  charity 
with  their  obfervations,  and  advice.  - 

C.  The  vifitors  of  Hofpitals  fliould  conduifl 
their  v-ifitations  with  fuch  a  degree  of  ceremony 
as  might  imprefs  upon  all  around  them  a  proper 
idea  of  their  authority,  and  intention  j  and  in 
fuch  a  manner,  as  that  full  and  faithful  repre- 
fentations  might  be  obtained.     Accordingly  the 
nurfes,  &c,  fhould  be  abfcnt  when  inquiries  are 
made  of  the  patients,  as  to  the  condud  of  every 
one  towards  them  :  and,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
nurfes  Ihould  be  examined  out  of  the  wards, 
,   as  to  the  behaviour  of  the  patients  under  their 
care.    Vifitations  fhould  be  made  at  uncertain 
periods  j  and,  fometimes,  even  during  the  night- 
feafon,  with  due  regard  to  decency,  and  the 
quiet  of  the  patients. 

CI.  The  truftees  of  Hofpitals,  having  large 
funds,  have  proportional  refponfibility :  they 
fliould,  therefore,  call  upon  all  men.  for  fuggef- 
tions  how  to  ad,  fo  as  to  improve,  and  extend, 
their  defigns ;  according  to  the  end,  whatever  it 
be,  for  which  they  were  created  by  their  foun- 
ders. Accordingly,  might  there  not  be  proper- 
ly annexed  to  Hofpitals,  having  competency, 

^  ^  ample 
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ample  buildings,  in  airy  fituations,  out  of 
town ;  for  the  reception  of  convalefcents ;  in- 
curable lunatics,  if  there  be  a  provifion  for  ob- 
jefts  of  that  defcription ;  and  other  perfons, 
in  whofe  circumftances,  quiet,  fpace,  and  pure 
air,  might  be  deemed  particularly  proper  ?.  The 
flate  of  the  patients  in  the  Mother-Hofpital 
would  be  mended,  in  the  degree  of  the  abftrac- 
tions  made  from  it  to  the  country-appendage. 

CII.  Nothing  is  more  improper,  and  dif- 
graceful,  in  a  charitable  body,  than  the  admit- 
ting of  men  to  vote  upon  occafions  of  elections, 
or  to  have  voices  in  courts  and  committees,  im- 
mediately upon  becoming  members.  By  fuch 
means  the  deareft  interefts  of  a  defign  are  refign- 
ed  into  the  hands  of  perfons,  perhaps  fordid, 
and  intriguing  in  principle,  and  certainly  igno- 
rant and  inexperienced,  as  to  what  is  good  for 
the  charity.  The  narrow,  and  deteftable  policy, 
of  facrificing  real,  and  lading,  benefit,  for  the 
fake  of  a  litde  gold,  poured  in  upon  an  extraor- 
dinary occafion,  cannot  be  fupported  by  a  lhadow 
of  argument.  The  defedion  of  excellent  men, 
old  and  Heady  fupporters  of  an  Hofpital,  dif- 
gufted  at  meafures  that  put  reafon,  propriety, 
and  merit,  at  defiance,  can  never  be  compen- 

lilted 
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fated  by  the  temporary  favour  of  thofc  who 
move  only  as  perfonal  intereft  direds  them.* 

CIII.  The  receipt  of  fees,  and  pecuniary  con- 
fiderations  on  any  account,   from  patients  of 
Hofpitals,  ought  to  be  aboliflied.    It  is  like  the 
cruel  prailice   of  demanding  money  of  poor 
debtors,  on  their  entrance  into  prifon,  after  be- 
ing torn  from  their  homes,  and  their  families, 
wanting  bread.    Will  not  nurfes,  watchers,  &c. 
exaSi  all  they  can,  if  allowed  to  receive  any 
thing  ?  Will  they  not  be  difpofed  to  treat  with 
indifference  thofe  patients  that  are  not  able  to 
purchafe  their  favour  ?  Will  they  not,  probably, 
endeavour  to  get  fuch  unfortunate  perfons  dif- 
miffed  from  their  wards,  in  the  hope  of  advan- 
tage from  fuccefTors  ?  Think  on  thefe  things, 
friends  of  the  diftreffed,  and  fufFer  not  thofe,' 


*  At  the  Marine-Society,  perfons,  qualified  by  paying 
the  fums  required,  are  propofed  at  one  general  court,  and 
elefted  at  the  next.  This  is  the  bell  method  of  admitting 
members  to  a  charitable  inflitution.  The  following  law  of 
the  London-Hofpital  is  worthy  imitation  :  «  No  annual 
"  Governor,  or  Governefs,  lhall  vote  at  any  eledion,  who 
"  has  not  been  a  Governor  or  Governefs  one  year,  the 
«  eleftion-day  inclufive."  This  law  would,  however,  be 
l)etter  if  "  annual"  were  expunged. 


G  3  who 
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who  are  appointed  to  difpenfe  your  mercies,  to 
blaft  them  in  their  hands,  and  fruftrate  your 
pure  intentions.  The  fervants  of  Hofpitals 
fhould  be  allowed  proper  falaries  for  their  fer- 
vices,  and  not  be  left,  in  any  degree,  dependant 
upon  the  objeds  of  the  charity. 

CIV.  Hofpitals,  and  other  inftitudons  belong- 
ing to  the  public,  whatever  be  their  endowment, 
Ihould  be  conduded  according  to  laws,  and  regu- 
lations, formed  by  the  whole  body  of  Gover- 
nors, with  ftrift  regard  to  the  intentions  of  the 
founders.  When  a  fociety,  intended  for  general 
benefit,  becomes  wholly  independent  of  public 
opinion,  and  favour,  there  will,  generally,  arife 
a  difpofition  in  the  members  to  contraft  the 
number  of  the  body;  and,  by  fuch  a  condu6b,  to 
increafe  the  patronage  of  their  fituation.  Many 
evils  will  flow  from  this  caufe.  Private  intereft 
will  become  the  ruling  principle  of  a6tion  j  and 
the  expedations  of  fcience,  and  humanity,  be 
more  and  more  difappointed.  Indolence,  ne- 
gleft,  and  corruption,  are  too  manifeft  in  many 
foundations,  originally  planned  for  the  nobleft 
purpofes. 

CV.  Attention  being  paid  to  the  cardinal  ob- 
jedt,  AIR,  Hofpitals  poffefs  advantages,  adapted 

to 
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to  the  condicions  of  fick  and  hurt  perfons,  fupe- 
rior  to  what  can  be  equalled  by  many  fitua- 
tions  in  life.     Informed  people  fhould,  there- 
fore, difcourage  the  prejudices  that  are  fome- 
times  entertained  by  the  lower  order,  againil 
thefe  ufeful  eftablifhments  :  in  fupport  of  which 
they  will  not  unfrequently  refort  to  invention.* 
fj^  Upon  complaints  of  mifcondud  in  any  one 
concerned  in  a  public  charity,  inquiry  ought  to 
be  made  into  the  truib  of  the  allegation :  left 
the  body,  or  even  an  individual,  Ihould  fufFer 
unjuftly;  or,  left  the  body  ftiould  fuftain  an 
injury,  while  individuals  only  are  to  blame. 
Thefe  confiderations,  and  others  that  naturally 
arife  from  them,  ftiould  make  men  exceedingly 
cautious  in  drawing  concluftons  againft  the  credit, 
and  intereft,  of  pubHc  charides.    If  the  defign  of 
an  inftitution  be  good,  and  the  principles  of  its 
conduftors  pure,  the  errors  or  offences  of  offi- 
cers, or  fervants,  ftiould  be  regarded  as  tempo- . 
rary  and  remediable  evils,  arifing  from  the  nature 
of  things  J  and  not  as  affording  apology  to  be- 
nevolent men,   for  dereliftion,  or  denial  of 
countenance  and  fupport. 


*  Many  curious  inftances  of  fabricated  ftories  nii<^lit  be 
mentioned,  if  neceflary. 

G  4  CVI.  Now, 
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CVI.  Now,  fuppofe  an  Hofpital  were  to  be 
planned,  and  erefled,  upon  principles  of  reafon 
and  experience.  In  the  firft  place,  it  is  conceived, 
a  Committee  fhould  be  appointed,  to  draw  from 
every  fource  of  information  whatever  might  be 
ufeful  in  the  undertaking.  Confequently  every 
place  fhould  be  vifited,  every  book  and  perfon 
confulted,  likely  to  throw  light  upon  the  fubject. 
A  fituation  being  next  fixed  upon,  architefts, 
and  furveyors,  fhould  be  required  to  plan  and 
execute  ■  according  to  a  determined  Jyfiem :  and 
elegant  fimplicity  might  grace  an  edifice  that, 
in  every  part,  fhould  exprefs  an  undevious 
attention  to  the  ends  defigned, 

CVII.  Mofl  of  the  following  obfervarions  are 
derived  from  Mr.  Howard  :  they  will,  there- 
fore, always  be  entitled  to  confideration.* 

The  fituation  of  the  building  fhould  be  a  litde 
elevated  :  out  of  a  town :  the  foil  gravelly,  or, 
at  leafl,  dry  :  near  a  river,  or  flream  of  water  : 
convenient  for  drains,  and  fewers :  the  furround- 
ing  country  free  from  wood,  marfh,  and  fland- 


*  vide  Howard  on  Lazarettos,  p.  141. 

ing 
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ing  water :  ground  to  be  poffefled  to  an  extent 
that  will  always  be  a  fecurity  againfl:  detriment  to 
the  air  by  buildings,  obnoxious  manufa6tories,  &c. 

CVIII.  In  the  ftrufture,  curvilinear  figures 
to  be  avoided:  for  the  air  moves  in  ftrait 
lines,  and  is  refilled  and  refledled,  like  other 
bodies  in  motion.  A  fquare  not  to  be  adopt- 
ed j  for  the  air  will  at  times  be  ftagnant  in  the 
inclofed  area.  Parallel  wings  are  improper  ;  for 
they  will  refift  currents  of  air,  and,  in  fome  de- 
gree, confine  it.  Thus  circular,  and  quadrilateral 
figures  and  trilateral  ones,  with  parallel  fides, 
are  exceptionable.  High  walls,  and  clo/e  inveft- 
ments  of  every  kind,  are  pernicious.* 

CIX.  The  lines  annexed  may  fuggeil  ideas  of 
figures  that  may  fuit  different  fpots  with  the 


*  The  effedl  of  impure  air  upon  the  countenance  is  re- 
markable. It  is  different  from  that  occafioned  by  want  of  ex- 
ercife,  bad  diet,  or  any  defined  difeafe.  Let  any  one  look  at 
the  pale,  dim  face  of  a  perfon  who  has  been  long  confined 
withm  the  walls  of  a  Prifon;  and  he  will  pray  of  Heaven, 
to  move  with  humanity  the  heart  of  every  creditor.  -  The 
inhabitants  of  workhoufes,  from  the  general  inclofed  ftate  of 
thofe  places,  acquire  fome  degree  of  the  fame  wannefs  of 
afpedl. 

grcateft 


(    90  ) 


greateft  advantage.  The  wings,  it  will  appear, 
are  all  divergent :  and,  in  each  defign,  the  hall 
chapel  J  difpenfary  ;  confuking-rooms  j  furgery 
committee,  and  court-rooms;  fteward's  office 
and  apartments  for  the  refident-officers,  are  pro 
pofed  to  be  in  the  central  part. 

/~ — V   1 — 1  

/   1  \  I  ^ 

'  xX         r—i    .  .<-r"TN 


ex.  In  the  plan,  the  building  for  patients 
to  confift  of  one  floor  only ;  or  not  to  exceed 
two  floors.  The  wards  to  be  not  lefs  than 
fifteen  feet  high.  As  much  fpace  to  be  affigned 
to  each  patient,  as  anfwers  to  an  ordinary  pri- 
vate bed-chamber.  The  men,  and  women,  to 
be  in  oppofitc  parts.  The  difpofirion  of  windows, 
doors,  &c.  to  be  fuch  as  will  fecure  currents  of 
air  in  every  diredion.*    Some  of  the  windows 


*  Lig^t,  and  air,  accompany  each  other,  unlefs  the  latter 
be  obftrufted  by  fubftances  that  will  allow  the  former  to 
pafs  through  them,  fuch  as  glafs,  &c.  Darknefs,  tlierefore, 
in  palTages,  and  other  parts  of  a  building,  produce  an  un- 
favourable impreffion,  as  to  the  healthinefs  of  the  place. 

to 
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to  open  from  the  ceiling  to  the  floor.  If  of  one 
floor  only,  openings  to  be  in  the  ceiling,  in 
domes  or  otherwife,  at  proper  diftances.  If  of 
two  floors,  the  like  openings  in  the  ceiling  of 
the  upper  wards  and,  alfo,  capacious  funnels 
from  the  ceiling  of  the  lower  wards,  continued 
through  the  upper  ceiling.  If  a  double  range  of 
wards,  openings,  from  the  cieling  to  the  floor, 
in  the  parting-wall,  with  doors  or  Aiding  fliut- 
^  ters,  for  the  occafional  tranfmifllon  of  air 
through  both  wards.  Two  doors  to  each 
ward;  one  of  diem  to  be  iron-latticed.  Stair- 
cafe  of  ftone.  Fire-place  in  the  middle  of  the 
longer  fide  of  each  ward.  Vaults,  with  water- 
clofets,  on  the  outfide  of  the  wards.  Airy  rooms, 
and  ground,  for  convalefcent  patients.  The 
chemical  elaboratory  detached :  and  all  the  offices 
out  of  the  houfe.  The  kitchen  lofty ;  and,  if 
in  the  houfe,  to  have  a  funnel  from  the  ceilino- 
into  the  air.  A  refedory  for  fervants  3  as  the 
kitchen  fhould  not  be  an  eating-room. 

CXI.  In  addition  to  the  many  proper  laws 
'  that  might  be  extra6ted  from  the  codes  of  the 
feveral  Hofpitals,  ordinances  fliould  be  made  to 
the  following  tff^a.  The  apothecary  fliould  be 
well  founded  in  chemical  knowledge.  He  fliould 
alfo  underfl:and  botany ;  to  be  able  to  determine 

upon 
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upon  the  identity  of  plants :  and,  alfoj  experi- 
mental philofophy ;  to  be  competent  to  diredt 
electrical,  and  other  philofophical  operations.  All 
the  chemical  medicines  fliould  be  prepared  in 
the  Hofpital-elaboratory  :  and  pupils  ftiould  have 
the  privilege,  under  proper  regulations,  of  fee- 
ing the  proceiTes.*  Divine  fervice  fliould  be  per- 
formed in  every  ward  at  leaft  once  in  a  week  j 
befide  prayers,  and  fermon,  in  the  chapel,  on 
Sunday.  Every  patient  fhould  be  vifited  by  the 
phyfician,  or  furgeon,  daily  :  or  by  the  affiftant  j 
who,  on  that  account,  fhould  attend  the  Hof- 
pital  frequently,  in  order  to  learn  the  nature  of 
the  cafes,  and  the  treatment  adopted  in  them. 
The  Hofpital  pharmacopeia  fhould  be  revifed 
once  in  three  years  ;  for  all  poflible  benefit  from 
difcoveries,  and  improvements. f    No  Governor 


*  According  to  the  prefent  pharmaceutic  fyflem,  pradli- 
cal  chemiftry  will  Ihortly  be  underflood  by  only  a  few  per- 
fons.  This  ignorance  of  the  operative  part  of  chemical 
fcience  muft  prove  adverfe  to  the  intereft  of  the  community. 

f  If  the  difpenfatories  of  the  feveral  Hofpitals  were  to 
be  revifed  at  Ihort,  and  certain,  diftances  of  time,  they 
jnight  prove  ferviceable  in  the  revifings  of  the  London- 
Pharmacopeia.  And,  with  all  deference  to  the  College  of 
Phyficians,  it  is  conceived,  that  their  work  ought  to  be 
fubmitted  to  correaion  at  ftated,  and  not  very  diflant, 

niouid 
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Ihould  perform  any  work,  or  fupply  any  article,  for 
his  own  profit :  or,  at  leaft,  it  Ihould  be  ordain- 
ed, that  Governors  fhould  have  no  vote  or  voice, 
in  any  court  or  committee,  for  one  whole  year 
from  the  time  of  their  having  done  any  ■\vork, 
or  fupplied  any  thing,  by  contradt,  or  otherwife.* 
The  committee,  appointed  by  general  court  for 
directing  the  concerns  of  the  charity,  fliould  be 
diftinguiflied  into  fub-committees,  under  the 
following  titles ;  viz.  finance,  ways  and  means ; 
bye-laws,  and  correfpondence  j  internal  economy  j 
chapel }  medical ;  building.  Subjeds  falling  under 
thefe  heads  Ihould  be  referred  accordingly ;  and 
be  confidered  by  the  fub-committee,  before  they 
are  deliberated  upon  by  the  whole  board.  The 
members  of  the  fub-committees,  agreeably  to 
fuch  a  mode  of  proceeding,  fliould,  feverally, 
hold  themfelves  bound  to  attend,  in  a  fpecial 
manner,  to  matters  within  their  expreffed  different 
confiderations ;  while,  at  the  fame  time,  every 
one  Ihould  fully  and  freely  tender  his  fentiments, 
and  vote,  upon  every  queftion,  when  generally 
to  be  decided  upon. 


*  Some  years  fmce,  a  man  propofed,  to  the  committee  of 
an  Hofpita],  to  become  a  Life-Governor,  provided  they 
would  allow  him  to  do  a  certain  work  for  the  charity  :  the 
propofaJ,  it  may  be  fupppfed,  was  rejefted  with  indignation. 

CXII.  The 
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CXIL  The  anniverfary,  general  meetings  of 
the  Governors  of  Hofpitals,  fliould  be  confider- 
ed  J  as  in  commemoration  of  founders,*  and  be- 
nefactors j  as  affording  opportunity,  from  time 
to  time,  of  explaining  the  good  that  has  been 
done  i  and  of  Hating  the  true  circumftances  of 
the  charity,  in  every  particular.  No  art  ought  to 
be  employed  upon  fuch  occafions  :  it  ill  accords 
with  the  fimple  dignity  of  pure  charity.  At  all 
times,  it  will  be  found  the  beft  poUcy,  to  tell 
the  truth,  and  let  men  judge  for  themfelves,  as 
to  the  ele6lion  of  objefls  for  their  munificence. 
Thus  would  charity  flow  eafy  in  every  channel 
and  the  beftower,  and  the  receiver  of  benefits, 
be  fatisfied. 


*'  Records  of  the  inftruments,  and  ways,  by  which  great 
works  are  brought  about,  are  fometimes  valuable.  The 
London-Hospital  was  founded,  prmcipally,  by  Johi 
Harri/on,  the  firft  furgeon  to  that  charity. 


PROPOSITIONS: 

'      FOR   PROMOTING  THE 
USEFULNESS  AND  PROSPERITY  OF 

HOSPITALS, 

AND  OTHER 

PUBLIC  CHARITIES. 


PROPOSITION  I. 


For  triennial  parochial  Sermons i  and  ColleBions  from 
Houfe  to  Hoiifdi  in  luondon^  and  within /even  Miles 
thereof;  for  the  Benefit  of  Hofpitalsy  and  other 
charitable  Injiitutionsj  in  the  Metropolis. 

HEN  the  King,  guided  by  humanity, 
and  fentiments  dignifying  the  nation, 
direded  fermons,  and  colledlions  from  houfe  to 
houfe,  for  the  benefit  of  the  French  emigrant 
clergy,  the  fpirit  of  the  people  llione  forth, 
and  Britifh  benevolence  appeared  in  genuine 
fplendour. 

The  total  fum  coUeded  upon  that  occafion 
was  very  confiderable  j  and  demonftrated  an  ef- 
feftual  method  of  appeal  to  the  underftanding, 
and  fenfibility,  of  Englifhmen. 

It  has  been  obferved,  in  one  of  the  preceding 
pages,  that  Hofpitals  improve  the  difpofition  of 
mankind  by  cultivating  charity:  but  every  ad 
that  moves  the  heart  to  a  deed  of  charity  pro- 
motes the  exercife  of  the  beft  principle  in  our 
nature,  and  contributes  to  render  it  habitual. 
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By  clothing,  and  feeding,  and  fheltering,  the 
ftranger,  we  have  learned  a  mode  of  relieving 
our  own  diftreffed  brethren. 

It  is  a  lamentable  truth,  that  fome  of  our 
moft  eftimable  public  charities  have,  within  a 
few  years,  been  fo  reduced  in  funds,  as  not  to 
be  able  to  anfwer,  fully,  the  preffing  calls  of 
•diftrefs. 

The  nobly-conceived  appropriation  of  a  fliare 
of  the  colleflions  made  at  the  annual  mufic- 
meetings  j*  and,  lately,  fome  large  and  well- 
direded  bequefts,  have  greatly  improved  the 
condition  of  a  few  Hofpitals:  ftill,  there  are 
fome  that  remain  in  lefs  fortunate  circum- 
Ilances. 

It  is,  therefore,  propofed  —  That  there  be 
fermons,  and  colkdions,  in  every  parilh  in 
London,  and  within  feven  miles  thereof,  pre- 
cifely  as  condufted  in  behalf  of  the  emigrants ; 
for  the  benefit  of  thofe  Hofpitals  that  ftand  in 
need  of  affiftance.    That  the  application  of  die 


*  The  London-Hofpital  has  not  yet  received  any  benefit 
from  this  fource. 

money 
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^  money  fo  collefted  be  vefted  in  Truftees,  con- 
fifting  of  the  Reprefentatives  in  Parliament  for 
London,  Weftminfter,  Middlefex,  Surrey,  and 
EfTexi  at  a  meeting  confifting  of  riot  lefs  than 
five  members.    That  thefe  fermons,  and  collec- 
tions, be  triennial  onlyi  as  beft  calculated  for 
fuccefs  from  the  meafure,  as  often  as  repeated : 
and  that,  when  the  Hofpitals  have  been  by  this, 
or  other  means,  fo  far  affifted  as  that  they  may 
fafely  rely  upon  their  funds  and  fubfcriptions, 
and  probable  donations,  and  bequefts,  for  fup- 
port,  that,  then^  the  produft  of  the  faid  col- 
leftions  be  applied,    by  the  Truftees  afore- 
faid,  to  the  help  of  other  defcriptions  of  public 
charities,  that  fhall  rank  higheft  in  the  order  of 
utility  J  refped  being  had  to  the  report,  and  re- 
commendation, from  the  meeting  of  reprefen- 
tatives of  public  charities,  in  cafe  fuch  meedng 
be  formed. 


If  reprefentatives  from  the  principal  charitable 
bodies  fliould  be  determined  upon,  and  the  pro- 
pofidon  for  fermons  and  colleftions  fhould  not 
before  be  adopted,  it  would  be  a  proper  fubjea 
for  difcuffion  at  their  firft  meeting ;  and  their 
recommendation  of  the  plan,  if  approved,  could 
not  fail  of  having  weight.  - 


If 
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If  this  propofition  fliould  be  favourably  re- 
ceived, there  can  be  no  doubt  of  fuch  coun- 
tenance from  government,  as  might  be  neceffary 
to  infure  its  fuccefs. 

As  to  the  fum  that  would  probably  be  col- 
lefled,  it  could  not  fail  of  proving  fufficient  to 
intereft  the.  charities  in  the  meafure.  There  are 
146  pariflies  within  the  bills,  and  about  38  out 
of  that  limit,  within  feven  miles  of  London  :  in 
all  184.*    Suppofe  the  fum  collefted  in  each 

parifli 


*  Pariflies  within  the  circumference  of  feven  miles  round 
London-Bridge,  not  included  in  the  Bills  of  Mortality  : 


Batterfea, 

Hampftead, 

Parfon's  Green, 

Beckenham, 

Hornfey, 

Peckham, 

Bow, 

Hoxton, 

Stockwell, 

Bromley, 

Kenfmgton, 

Streathara, 

Brompton, 

Kennington, 

Sydenham, 

Camberwell, 

Knightlbridge, 

Tottenham-Court, 

Chelfea, 

Lee, 

Tottenham-Crofs, 

Clapham, 

Lewifliam, 

Tooting, 

Deptford, 

Layton, 

Walworth, 

iDulwich, 

Mitcham, 

Walthamftow, 

Edmonton, 

Newington, 

Wandfworth, 

Fulham, 

Newington-Butts, 

Weft-Ham. 

Greenwich, 

Pancras, 

This 
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parifh  to  be  averaged  at  £2^*  ^^^^^  would 
be  ;^5520 :  £^10  being  carried  to  the  head 
of  expenfes,  fuch  as  printing,  &c.  there  would 
remain  ;^50oo.  St.  Bartholomew's,  St.  Tho- 
mas's, and  Guy's,  Hofpitals,  not  needing  fuch 
aid,  there  would,  then,  be  £11^0  once  in 
three  years,  for  each  of  the  othpr  four  Hoipitals, 
namely,  the  London,  St.  George's,  the  Middle- 
fex,  and  the  Weftminfter. 

If  objedion  to  this  propofition  fhould  be 
made  by  any  one  interefted  in  a  charity  not 
propofed  immediately  to  be  benefited  by  it  j 
be  it  obferved,  that  fuch  charity,  if  of  public 
utility,  would,  it  is  prefumed,  in  due  time  re- 
ceive a  lharc  of  benefit  from  the  undertaking. 
As  to  the  fermons  for  thofe  excellent  eflablifh- 
ments,  parifh-fchools,  it  can  never  be  imagined 
that  they  would  fuffer  by  fermons,  and  collec- 
tions from  houfe  to  houfe,  once  in  three  years 


This  number  appears  fmall,  but  the  reafon  is,  there  are 
many  places  both  within  and  without  the  bills,  .which, 
though  large,  are  bnt  hamlets :  —  for  inftance  :  Stratford  is 
in  the  parilh  of  Weft-Ham ;  Homerton,  Clapton,  Dal- 
fton,  and  Cambridge-Heath,  are  hamlets  of  Hackney; 
aird  Stepney  has  feveral  hamlets. 


only. 
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only.  On  the  contrary,  by  powerful  and  well- 
direded  arguments  in  favour  of  inftitutions  be- 
neficial to  every  oncy  the  fpirit  of  charity  is  kept 
alive,  and  men  are  animated  to  do  good  every 
way  in  their  power. 


PROPOSITION 
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PROPOSITION  11. 

For  appointing  Reprejentatives  of  the  Jeveral  Hof- 
pitalsy  and  the  other  principal  public  Charities 3  in 
the  Metropolis ;  and  Meetings,  accordingly. 

THE  ultimate  objeft  of  every  charitable 
inftitution  fhould  be,  to  enable  men  to 
employ  their  powers,  and  faculties,  fo  as  to 
provide  for  their  own  wants  j  whence  general 
fociety  would  be  benefited  :  for  the  advantages 
of  the  community  arife  from  the  application  of 
the  talents  and  labour  of  its  members  j  confe- 
quently,  to  increafe  the  fum  of  the  proper  exer- 
cife  of  both,  is  to  add  to  the  common  flock  of 
the  means  of  happinefs. 

There  is  no  fuch  ftate  as  that  of  abfolute  in- 
dependance ;  and  there  ought  not  to  be  that  of 
abfolute  dependance,  unlefs  in  cafes  of  corpo- 
real, or  intelledtual,  infirmity ;  when  it  cannot 
be  produdive  of  bad  efiefts.  It  is  a  pernicious 
error,  to  imprefs  upon  the  minds  of  the  poorer 
members  of  the  community,  that  they  are  to 
live  through  the  wifdom,  induftry,  and  bounty 
of  others. 


A  fenfe. 
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A  fenfe  of  abfolute  dependance  depraves 
the  moral  charader,  and  occafions  the  greateft 
evils.  If  any  one  feel  that  he  poffeffes  not 
underftanding,  nor  ingenuity,  to  gain  the  means 
of  fubfiftence,  he  will  aft  like  a  fubordinate 
SPECIES  of  creature,  will  poffefs  a  mendicant 
Ipirit,  will  lofe  all  energy  of  mind  and  body, 
will  fet  little  value  upon  the  virtues,  will  con- 
trad  habits  more  and  more  degrading  to  in- 
telleft  and  bodily  endowment,  till  at  length 
the  whole  man  becomes  refigned  to  floth,  folly, 
and  wickednefs. 

The  charitable  inftitutions  have  been  claffed, 
by  fome  perfons,  among  the  caufes  of  that 
feeming  defefl  of  provident  difpofition,  often,  of 
late  years,  noticed  with  concern.  But  thefe  efta- 
blifhments  have  been  the  conjequencesj  and  not  the 
caujesy  of  poverty  and  diftrefs.  This  is  a  diftinc- 
tion  of  lingular  importance  :  for  it  proves,,  that 
public  charitable  bodies  are  public  benefits ;  and 
it  points  to  the  origin  of  many  of  the  calamities 
that  immediately  befal  labouring  people,  the 
cffedts  of  which  are  felt  by  all  ranks  in  life. 
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The  truth  is,  fuch  people  have  as  much  in- 
telligence, and  as  much  bodily  ftrength,  as  here- 
tofore j  but,  allowing  equal  exerdons  in  the 
lower  offices  of  life  with  former  times,  they 
cannot  rife  above  dependance  :  the  confequence 
is,  their  minds  Ihrink  from  ineffeftual  trials  to 
obtain  fomething  againft  the  misfortunes  to  which 
men  are  incident ;  and  they,  become  refigned 
objeds  of  charity,  in  their  various  diftrefles. 

To  make  home  comfortable  is  the  firfl 
principle  of  domeftic  polity.  Would  a  man 
leave  his  own  peaceful  dwelling,  his  wife,  his 
children,  and  all  the  comforts  of  furrounding 
circumftances  that  habit  has  eftablifhed,  and  be- 
come the  patient  of  an  Hofpital,  if  poverty  did 
not  compel  him  to  the  meafure  ?  Is  it  likely 
that  men  fhould  have  fatisfadion  from  the  re- 
fledion  that  fuch  muft  be  their  fituation  in  fick- 
nefs,  and  that,  thence,  they  may  be  regardlefs 
of  what  the  day  may  bring  forth  ?  Will  a  mo- 
ther ceafe  to  be  vigilant,  fober,  and  economical, 
and  abandon  the  care  of  her  children,  and  huf- 
band,  becaufe  the  hand  of  charity  awaits  her  in 
ficknefs,  and  diftrefs  ?  Will  flie  refleft  with 
complacency  on  the  profped  of  leaving  them, 
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at  fome  period,  to  mourn  the  dangers  of  her 
abfcnce  ? 

"Will  parents  be  unmindful  of  their  firft  duty, 
and  make  no  provifion  for  their  offspring,  be- 
caufe  humanity  has  reared  many  eftablifliments 
for  the  relief  of  infant  mifery  ? 

Is  a  daughter  neglefted,  and  left  to  the  arts 
of  betrayers,  becaufe  a  retreat  is  provided  for 
female  penitents  ? 

No:  the  many  charitable  eftablifliments  that 
grace  this  metropolis  have  been  fuggefted  by 
exifting  evils;  and  exprefs  the  judgement  as 
well  as  benevolence  of  their  founders.  And 
they  are  become  fo  conne6ted  with  the  order 
of  things  among  the  indigent  part  of  the  people, 
that  they  may  be  confidered,  in  fome  meafure,  as 
indexes  of  the  kinds  and  degrees  of  their  reign- 
ing diftrefles.  For  the  friends  of  human  nature, 
who  poffefs  the  means  of  leflening  adverfity, 
have,  at  moft  times,  had  fome  kindred  fpirit, 
a  Hanway,  or  a  Howard,  to  watch  the  growdi 
of  evil,  and  point  out  means  of  relief.  Particu- 
lar inquiry  into  the  origin  of  the  principal  public 
charities  would  fully  eftablifli  thefe  affertions. 
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In  regard  to  Hofpitals,  it  may  indeed  be  ob- 
lerved,  that,  on  account  of  accidents,  fudden 
and  extraordinary  occurrences  of  difeafe,  lunacy, 
&c.  thefe  eftablifliments  muft  be  neceflary,  in 
large  cities,  under  the  moft  happy  circumftances 
of  the  labouring  part  of  fociety. 

The  advantages  that  would  refult  to  the  ftate, 
from  a  mended  condition  of  the  poor,  are  in 
number  and  magnitude  beyond  expreflion. 

How  is  it  with  men  of  all  conditions  ?  When 
they  find  their  beft  endeavours  to  furmount  dif- 
ficulties fruitlefs,  do  they  not  become  indifi^erent 
to  the  concerns  of  life,  carelefs  of  their  homes, 
their  perfons,  and  families,  devoted  to  drinking 
and  purfuits  calculated  to  diffipate  uneafy  thought, 
till  at  length  they  are  fixed  in  habits  of  idienefs, 
and  become  nearly  ufelefs  in  fociety  ? 

But  let  the  mind  be  fatisfied  with  the  fruits  of 
its  joint  exertions  with  the  labour  of  the  body, 
and  it  inftandy  becomes  ferene,  the  heart  is  glad, 
every  thing  catches  the-  charm,  and  induftry, 
fobriety,  frugality,  order,  cleanlinefs,  health, 
and  moderate  competency,  are  the  bleffed  con- 
fequences. 

Interwoven 
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Interwoven  as  our  public  charities  are  in 
the  fyftem  of  human  concerns,  particularly  in 
thefe  great  cities,  they  claim  continual  attention ; 
and  merit  the  watchful  care  of  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  the  nation. 

The  feveral  parts  of  this  eleemofynary  frame, 
formed  by  men  at  different  periods  of  time,  as 
relative  to  the  varying  circumftances  of  wretch- 
ednefs,  require  minute  and  frequent,  examina- 
tion, in  order  to  render  them  equal  to  the  ends 
for  which  they  were  diftindlly  defigned  j  to  pro- 
mote their  individual,  and  general,  profperity  ; 
to  make  them  contribute  to  the  advancement  of 
fcience,  whence  they  might  derive  reflected  be- 
nefit j  and  to  link  and  harmonize  them  more 
completely  into  a  fyftem,  the  fimplicity  and  or- 
der of  which  would  exprefs  its  fhare  in  the  feli- 
city of  mankind* 

Our  public  charities  are  monuments  of  the 
moft  amiable  part  of  the  Britifh  charafter.  And, 
fo  concatenated  are  all  good  things,  doubtlefs  we 
owe  many  of  the  national  bleffings  we  have 
long  enjoyed  to  cHARity.  The  people  of  fur- 
rounding  nations  are  thence  impreffed  in  a 
manner  favourable  to  the  general  caufe  of 
humanity,  and  to  the  credit  and  intereft  of 


(  ) 


the  people  that  fet  the  example  of  good 
works. 

Let  then  every  ftep  be  taken  that  can  lead 
to  fo  great  an  objeft,  as  that  of  rendering  the 
public  charities  as  highly  beneficial  as  poffible. 

Accordingly,  let  men  who  have  information 
as  to  the  particular  circumftances  of  the  different 
charitable  bodies,  who  have  leifure,  and  are  dif- 
pofed  to  bend  their  minds  to  the  melioration  of 
the  condition  of  their  lefs  fortunate  brethren, 
meet,  and  confer  upon  the  meafures  likely  to 
conduce  to  an  end  fo  truly  honourable  to  our 
nature. 

Conformably  to  this  idea  it  is  propofed  for 
confideration : 

I  ft.  That  there  be  annually  chofen  by  the 
Governors  of  the  Hofpitals,  and  other  principal 
public  charities,  refpeftiveJy,  two  or  more  dif- 
creet  perfons,  well-informed  in  all  matters  rela- 
tive to  the  charity,  to  reprefent  it,  and  do  cer- 
tain things  herein-after  exprelTed. 

2d.  That  the  reprefentatives  fo  chofen  do 
meet  once,  or  oftener,  in  the  year.    That  they 
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appoint  a  Secretary :  and  that  they  defray  their 
own  expenfes. 

3d.  That  they  vifit  all  the  Hofpitals,  &c. 
reprefented:  and  that,  at  fuch  vifitations,  the 
reprefentatives  of  the  place  vifited,  do  point  out 
every  improvement,  and  thing,  judged  worthy 
of  notice,  and  imitation. 

4th.  That,  at  the  meetings,  there  be  taken 
into  confideration,  the  diftreffes  of  the  poor, 
and  what  experience,  in  the  different  bodies,  has 
indicated  as  necelTary  farther  to  be  done  for 
their  relief:  That  it  be  confidered  how  far  the 
feveral  charities  can  contribute  to  each  other's 
benefit  j  and  to  the  grand  fcheme  of  alleviation 
of  mifery,  of  every  defcrlption  :  That  all  im- 
provements, and  alfo  defefts,  and  fuggeftions 
for  improvements,  be  weighed,  as  to  the 
pradicability  and  propriety  of  their  applica- 
tion :  That  the  periods  of  holding  the  anni- 
verfary  feflivals  be  confidered  j  in  order  that 
they  may  not  clafh  with  each  other,  and  thus 
prove  mutually  injurious  to  the  bodies:  That 
all  other  matters  be  deliberated  upon  that  appear 
likely  to  be  interelting  to  the  charities. 
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5  th.  That  the  reprefentatives  do  report,  to 
the  Governors  of  the  charities,  the  refult  of  their 
confultations,  for  the  forming  of  fuch  refolutions 
thereon  as  may  appear  neceflary. 

6th.  That  the  firft  meeting  be  of  the  Trea- 
furers  of  the  feven  Hofpitals  which  may  be 
convened  by  the  Treafurer  of  any  one  of  them  : 
and  that  at  fuch  firft  meeting,  or  at  any  future 
one,  as  lhall  then  be  determined  upon,  it  fhall  be 
refolved  what  other  bodies  lhall  be  invited  to 
appoint  reprefentatives,  and  what  other  meafures 
lhall  be  taken  to  facilitate  the  defign. 


THE  END. 
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